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by Sallie Abba  
The Des Moines Science Fiction Society, Ltd. is in search of a logo.  
We have a motto – Read, Imagine, Think – and now we’d like to 
have a logo too.  The Club would use the logo for promotional pur-
poses such as letterhead, business cards, signage etc. 
 
We know we have quite the talent pool of talented folks out there so 
we are asking for your help.  If you have an inspiration for a 
DMSFS logo please submit it for our consideration.  If we choose 
your design, you’ll receive a complimentary membership to Demi-
Con 16.  So, sharpen those pencils and rev up the computer! 
 
Logo designs should be submitted by December 31, 2004 either by 
email to info@dmsfs.org or by mail to DMSFS Logo, PO BOX 7572, 
Des Moines, IA 50323-7572.  Designs chosen by the club will be-
come the property of the Des Moines Science Fiction Society, Ltd. 
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by Candy Anderson 
August 15, 2004 marked the 2nd annual dragon taming at the Iowa State Fair in Des Moines. The 
cooking contest which was split into 2 divisions this year, Food to Tame a Dragon, open to youth 
ages 10-17, and Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner, for adults, was once again a big success.   
  
While the judges, Ida Jones and Liz Koslow, (sweets), Jenny Van Houweling and Tal Roth, (mild), 
Candy Anderson and Nikki Harper (zesty) deliberated over the wonderful treats placed before them, 
members of the Third Friday improv Troup entertained the spectators.  In the end the dragon (Greg 
Abba) was tamed and the winners had been selected.   

 
Entries were judged on taste, as well as on their explanation 
(in 150 words or less) of how their entry would tame the 
dragon and save the day.   
 
The winners for Food to Tame a Dragon were as follows:  
 
Sweet   1st Taylor Ely – Magical Jewel Pizza  
             2nd  Molly Thomas – Shrek Monster Cookies             
             3rd Kyle Kephard – Sugar Cookies 
 
Mild     1st Molly Thomas – Ranch-Style Popcorn  
            2nd Donald Witt – Manicotti  For Dragons  
            3rd n/a 
 
Zesty     1st Danielle Witt – Dragon Bites  
              2nd Mick Wise – Cheesy Chili Ostrich Dip  
              3rd Molly Thomas – Zesty salsa   
 
Overall  1st $25 and a DemiCon membership – Danielle Witt 
              2nd $15 and a DemiCon membership – Taylor Ely 
              3rd $10 and a DemiCon membership – Molly Thomas 
 
The winners of Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner will be posted 
at a later date.           



By Sallie Abba 
 
While in North Carolina for my sister Joy’s wedding Greg and I had an opportunity to visit my cousin Eric 
Knisley’s work place, Elumens.  Elumens is a local company with global reach.  They specialize in vision and 
display technology.  While most aspects of the computer have seen quantum advances, the display 
technology hasn’t really changed too much.  We are still viewing on rectangular monitors that offer roughly a 
50-degree field of view.   
 
Elumens is changing that.  They have developed the 
VisionStation® a computer monitor that offers a 180° field of 
vision.  Imagine playing a game where instead of having to 
use your controller to move your field of vision up, down,  
left or right you could simply shift your eyes.  That’s the  
spiel that we’d heard from Eric and we were anxious to  
get a chance to see it in actions. 
 
We arrived at Elumens which has a very unassuming store 
front in a typical business strip, but stepping inside was like 
stepping into a Star Trek episode. The boardroom is 
equipped with a VisionStation® which I got a chance to 
experience in action.  The viewing area resembles a  
satellite dish and truly does give you an immersed viewing 
experience.  Eric ran an animated demo program of his own 
design that included a ride on a roller coaster.  The experience 
was good enough to provide that stomach drop when plunging 
down the steep hill.   

    The real video of a drive down a North Carolina mountain  
     road was also quite dizzying. 
 
    The VisionStation® wasn’t the only Elumens product in the  
     boardroom.  There was also a three meter version of their  
     VisionDome®.  The VisionDome® actually places the viewer  
     inside a dome for a near virtual reality experience minus the  
     goggles and helmet.  A flight simulator was running on this  
     system and provided a very realistic experience of flying  
     including the heads-up display and the terminal stomach  
     rolling full speed plunge into the ground.   
 

Once we’d played around on these toys for a while Eric took  
us to the back room.  Now I really felt like I was in some sort  
of futuristic movie.  The cavernous warehouse had several 
VisionStations® hooked up to arcade games.  Imagine the  

hardship of having to play arcade games all day as your job! 
 
At one end of the room were several aluminum frames for the four and five meter VisionDomes®.  They 
looked like StarGate skeletons.  The larger VisionDomes® are used to provide shared immersion experiences 
and can  accommodate up to 45 people.  Of course Greg  was crawling all over these monsters inside and 
out. 
 
The most amazing thing  about the VisionDomes® is that they are fully  portable.  Even the five-meter version 
breaks down and stores in duffel bag that can be checked as airline luggage.  It takes two people about 3 
hours to assemble the unit.  This is what Eric does,  
travels around the world to  trade shows and potential 
clients demonstrating the product.  He has even been  
to a certain famous mansion on the west coast. 
 
If you’d like to learn more about Elumens and their 
products here are some websites that you might enjoy.  
They include demos too.   
http://www.elumens.com/ 
http://electronics.howstuffworks.com/elumens.htm 
 
I’d also encourage you to check out Eric’s website http://
www.silent-k.net/  Along with being on the cutting edge of 
vision technology he is also a comic book artist, a 
computer graphics artist, and has many other interests.   
In fact he’d make some Con a great Artist GoH. Imagine 
having a VisionDome® at a Con! 

Eric Kinsley explains the finer points 
about the VisionDome ® 

VisionDome ®  Frame 

Eric Kinsley & Greg Abba examine the 
VisionDome ®  structure 
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Megan Harper  
Age: “20 Sounds good” 
Currently : “Selling my soul to the devil by selling 
                   insurance.” 
Turn On: Books actually 
Turn Off: Insurance 
Fave Food : Mashed potatoes 
Zodiac: Taurus 
Shoe Size: 9 
TV shows: Aqua Teen Hunger Force , Buffy 
Music: Rock or Celtic 
Politics: “Eeeeegh!” 
Best Skill: Rambling 
Fave Author: Steven Hawking, Steven King, Homer  
Fave Director: “That’s a good question.” 
Quote: “Don’t take life seriously. You won’t get out  
              alive.” 

“Titanic: The Artifact Exhibit” at the Omaha Children’s Museum is a well rounded exhibit. It 
explores the science of deep sea recovery and the history of the building of Titanic, along with the 
physical realities of travel by ship in 1912. It does not dwell on tragedy, yet that tragedy is 
inescapable in the story told by the many personal effects and the fates of the many owners. In an 
exhibit that could have been centered on extreme misfortune, they have managed to find some 
balance by portraying the entire story to date. 

 
At the start of the tour, you are issued a replica boarding pass with information about an 

actual Titanic passenger. In the last gallery you can check the passenger list to see if the person on 
your ticket survived. This helped to illustrate the loss of life as I was the only one in our party of 3 to 
survive the voyage. 

 
The exhibit begins with an area dedicated to the science of deep water recovery. Video 

footage and photos of the wreck are combined with pictures of submersibles and explanations of 
artifact recovery and conservation. We are introduced to the fact that items contained in leather 
such as suitcases or wallets survived fairly intact; the chemicals used in tanning render leather 
inedible to deep sea microbes. Later we will view postcards, tickets, labels, paper currency and 
even clothing rescued from nearly 90 years at the bottom of the north Atlantic.  

 
The next few galleries concentrate on the history and physical realities of Titanic. A first class 

cabin and a third class cabin have been reconstructed. Also replicated are the bead board walls, 
railings and low ceiling of the passage ways. From here you pass into the area of the Great Hall and 
Grand Staircase. The change of ceiling height combined with the paneled walls, columns and inlaid 
floor change the physical space just enough to give one a fleeting feeling of “being there” at the 
base of the staircase. It was a fairly successful illusion. 

There is also is a partial replica of a saloon or dining area where china, glassware and liquor 
bottles can be found. Socio-economic realities are   illustrated by the opulent trappings of first class 
passage in contrast to the basic offerings of third. 
           There are other displays, equally interesting, but the big “hype” of this exhibit is the Iceberg. It 
is housed in a darkened room, surrounded by personal effects of passengers and quotes from those 
who survived the night. Its purpose is to illustrate how cold the water was on the night of the 
shipwreck, and it did help to recreate a cool dark environment reminiscent of the night the ship went 
down. However, I thought more about how the display was created and whether it really needed to 
be there. It seemed a little too gimmicky for my personal taste. 
By Rachelle Hrubetz 
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DemiCon XV’s official photographer, Steve Houle (aka Wookie, aka Wook, aka  
Walking Carpet, etc) has posted his convention pictures on his website.  Point your 
web browser to www.munged.org 

DemiCon XV Con-Com 
At Opening Ceremonies 

Guest of Honor Emma Bull and Rusty 
 (Pay No Attention To The Man Behind The Fan) 

Hevlin 

Bo3b Harper as Treebeard with Ents Bill  
Griffey (left) and Greg Abba (right) during 

 “Fnord of the Rings 

Diane Dunlap as Bugs Baggins 
& Megan Harper as 

Granny Arwin during the 
Fellowship of the Toons scene 

from “Fnord of the Rings” 

Kill Bill Shatner group photo from 
“TICC After Dark 3: Moulon Smooth” 

Charles Piehl vainly attempts to prevent  
Toastmaster Tadao Tomomatsu from  

embarrassing himself (again) 

Photos by Steve “Wookie” Houle 



Did You Say Chicks?! 
Edited by Esther Friesner 
Baen Books 
Copyright 1998 
309 pgs 
ISBN# 0-671-87867-0 
Price US $5.99  
 
Reviewed by Mary K Wilson 
 
If you’re looking for light summer reading you can’t go wrong with the second installment in the 
“Chicks in Chainmail” series edited by Esther Friesner.  Capitalizing on the success of the first book, 
this second book picks up with the original’s premise: to debunk the myth of the “warrior woman” as 
a pretty maid in a hot outfit who still needs a hero to rescue her.   
 
The anthology begins with the aptly titled No Pain, No Gain by Elizabeth Moon.  Ms. Moon tells the 
tale of noble women who want to look beautiful without doing any work.  If those claims were made 
today, it’d be called an infomercial, but in this tale, it’s magic.  So, sheperdess’ with the legs of a 
goddess wake up with flabby thighs, and exotic dancers with the stomach of a swimsuit model wake 
up looking like well, most of us.  With the aid of the Lady’s Aid & Armor Society all body parts are 
returned to their original owners, much to the chagrin of the noblewomen who had enjoyed their 
loan.   
 
And thus, the stage is set for a rollicking good time.  Tales from the Slushpile tells an interesting 
story of what really does happen at science fiction conventions, and That Old Fire takes a touching 
look at motherhood.  Each story provides a different story, yet still stays true to the theme.  Each 
one shares two things, women warriors and humor.  A book for every fan of fantasy.  Enjoy! 
 
Editor’s Note:  I’ve read several books in the “Chicks in Chainmail” series.  Often entertaining but 
sometimes rather thoughtful. 
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Bulwer-Lytton Fiction Contest  
by Sallie Abba 
 
Results from the 2004 contest are now online at http://www2.sjsu.edu/depts/english/2004.htm  What 
is the Bulwer-Lytton Fiction Contest?  Well I can’t explain it any better than the website does so I’ll 
just quote the source. 
 
From the website - An international literary parody contest, the competition honors the memory (if 
not the reputation) of Victorian novelist Edward George Earl Bulwer-Lytton (1803-1873). The goal of 
the contest is childishly simple: entrants are challenged to submit bad opening sentences to 
imaginary novels. Although best known for "The Last Days of Pompeii" (1834), which has been 
made into a movie three times, originating the expression "the pen is mightier than the sword," and 
phrases like "the great unwashed" and "the almighty dollar," Bulwer-Lytton opened his novel Paul 
Clifford (1830) with the immortal words that the "Peanuts" beagle Snoopy plagiarized for years, “It 
was a dark and stormy night.” 

There are winners, runners up and dishonorable mentions (beware often to punny for the armature) 
in several genre categories including Science Fiction.  One of my favorites is in the Miscellaneous 
Dishonorable Mention category, by Randy Heil of Las Vegas, NV.  

Her pendulous breasts swung first to the left, then to the right and finally in independent 
directions, much like semaphore signals, and although he couldn't understand semaphore, 
Kyle was sure they were saying, "Never ride the Tilt-A-Whirl with your grandma."  
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               I W I T                   
               S A H  S A                  
                L P O S                  
                I P H O  O V K P T A C          
       D U L A R A N D D E F G U N F A I L A L F E S        
     D M R H A L L T O E W N E Y M M U M E N T R O T N K       
    H E D A E S M A O R I N E R L S S C P I E A N T P A C U      
   E F I C C S T C I  O I N A S D O C I I E N  T Y I K C P L     
   L E A S U E K T A  K E C T H  N E F O R K L  L O R E O W H L    
  S I N G S L C A D    S V K I E C E I E N    T A S S H E E    
  S T N P E A I R I     T I O I Y N N W      T H T P A I C   
  H I A T L I S I      N T E R N S D       E E U D D T R   
 T Y N M B P U M P K I N O T T O A F T L E T T R E Y A L S M H L E B   
 I E D Y B P U G S N O R T H E T V E P R I N C E S S A M H E P E I R E  
 B S B E I A T E T I H E N E E R I E E C E K Y H O P R A U S A S V E M  
 B E G G A R S N I G H T A M Y N B  E Y O A R U R E L U O W N S S S T  
 O A Y O A O W A Y H F R E O M B    N R E T N A L O K C A J H P K R  
 H E W B S F M A D T E C W E I T    H K E Y E O L O F A N E O W E T  
  D O N R B T A S S K A W E P      R E W W O S L F N F O R K L O  
  N R A B O I M O N S T E R M A S H T E K E E E P Y O U D K R S S E E  
  A O H O B O T A B E L T F A S C A R A M E L T E N E D Y W H E I T S  
  L E R O U T M H E P B   R O O M S T N   Y O B W O C I C M K O   
   I S D G F I S N O M            O T I O E O N N A E N   
   V E R L W T A T T K G          E C A N D Y R F R N O    
    M O Y U A A N I Y O O        N E S T W R A N B N G     
    W E R T A R H O C T O B E R T H I R T Y F I R S T A N M      
      E I F C T N Y K O U L F I N D T H I T S M E S S        
         A G S C R E A M I N G E T E C L L M E          
           S O D D H A U N T E D H O U S E           
                                     

 Don't be afraid, just find the 44 words and phrases trapped in the boo-tiful jack-o-lantern grid 
below.    Answers may run (in terror) backwards or forwards, horizontally, vertically, or diagonally, 
but always in a straight line. If you can find all of the hidden goodies, you must be using magic!  
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Puzzle created by Diane Dunlap 

            ALIEN                             COWBOY                                   JOKES                                        SHREK               
             BATS                              CURSE                                        KNIGHTS                                    SKELETON                     
             BEGGAR'S NIGHT         DRACULA                                  LEPUS                                        SKULL                           
             BLACK CAT                   EERIE                                         MASK                                         SLAYER                          
             BOB FOR APPLES        FRANKENSTEI                           MONSTER MASH                      SNAKES                        
             BOGEY MAN                  FRIENDLY GHOST                    MUMMY                                      SPELLS 
             BREW                             GOBLIN                                      OCTOBER THIRTY FIRST        SPIDER            
             BROOMSTICK               HALLOWEEN                             PARTIES                                    SPOOKY                        
             CANDY CORN               HAUNTED HOUSE                    PIRATE                                       TRICK OR TREAT 
             CAPE                              HEADLESS HORSEMAN           POTION                                      UGLY                             
             CARAMEL                      HOBBIT                                      PRINCESS                                 VAMPIRE                       
             CAULDRON                   HOBO                                         PUMPKIN                                   WITCH                            
             CEMETARY                   HOGWARTS                              SCARY                                        WOLFMAN          
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 3 10 11 12 
DMSFS  
Meeting 

13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 
Third Friday 
Improv 

20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 
 

27 

28 29 30     

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8  9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 
Third Friday 
Improv 

16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 
DMSFS  
Meeting 

23 

24 
__________ 
31 

25 26 27 28 20 30 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 
DMSFS  
Meeting 

11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 
Third Friday 
Improv 

18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 DMSFS 
Meeting 

26\5 

26 27 28 29 30   

September 2004 

October 2004 

November 2004 

DMSFS meetings are held at West Des Moines Community Center 217 5th St. 
 There is parking and a covered entrance at the rear of the building off of 4th St.  

Contraception 
Independence, MO 
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September 7 
Dan Gardner 
 
September 8 
Jeremy Bement 
 
September 12 
Jesscera  
Barron-Miller 
 
September 19 
Andrew  
& Arthur Cleary 
 
September 28 
Ruth Sheller 
 
September 29 
Gabrielle Roach 
 
September 29 
Rowan  
Louise Poovey 
 
October 4 
Diane Dunlap 
& Rodney Ruff 
 
October 6 
Mandi Arthur 
 
October 7 
Kat Barron-Miller 
 
October 12 
Wendy Arnburg 
 
October 16 
Mike Svien 
 
October 21 
Nancy  
Wirsig McClure 
 
October 26 
Johnathon  
Dixson 
 
November 17 
Brian Weigel 
 
November 19 
Mary K. Webster 
 
November 21 
Scott Koslow 
 
November 23 
Rachelle Hrubetz 
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Sept 1, 1990 
Tammy & Jon 
Mohning 
 
Sept 17, 1994 
Brian Weigel  
& Susan Stewart 
 
Nov 10, 1979 
Greg & Sallie 
Abba 
 
Nov 21, 1983 
Bob & Sheril 
Harper 
 
Nov 23, 1996 
Scott  
& Wendy Arnburg 

Contraception 
 

Archon 28 
Collinsville, IL 

Archon 28 
ICON 
Cedar Rapids, IA 

ICON 



The Des Moines Science Fiction Society, Ltd. 
P.O. Box 7572 
Des Moines, IA. 50323 

If you need to contact the Des 
Moines Science Fiction Society for 
any reason, including subscription to 
this newsletter and submission of 
newsletter articles or information, you 
may do so via any of the following 
methods: 
 
DMSFS meets twice a month at the 
West Des Moines Community Cen-
ter 217 5th St.  There is parking and 
a covered entrance at the rear of the 
building off of 4th St.  The business 
meeting begins at 6:30pm and the 
fun stuff starts at 7:00pm.  Around 8:00pm we go out to dinner as a group. 
 
Come on and join us! 
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������� The Des Moines Science Fiction  
                           Society, Ltd. 
                           P.O. Box 7572 
                           Des Moines, IA. 50323 
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��������� paradoxwrangler@dmsfs.org 
                           (Subject: For Paradox) 
 
������������������ www.dmsfs.org 
                           www.demicon.org  
 
����������������� (515) 830-1305 
                           (Voice mail checked daily)  
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· Rachelle Hrubetz, Mandi Arthur, & Lisa Rich-McKelvey performed at Middle Eastern Dance in  
       North America (MEDINA) in St. Louis, MO.  Rachelle reported that several news media  
       representatives were covering the event. 
· Alan Koslow was an Iowa delegate to the Democratic National Convention in Boston. 
· A group of hearty DMSFS’ers have been bicycling this summer on Sunday mornings & Tuesday 
        evenings to burn off a few pounds and have fun doing it. 
· The Trans-Iowa Canal Company (TICC) West will be performing “Kill Bill Shatner” at Archon 28 in  
       Collinsville, IL on October 1st.  More details about TICC can be found at www.trans-iowa.org 
· Third Friday, a sci-fi improv comedy troupe, meets every 3rd Friday (clever, eh?) at the Girl Scout  
       office (next to Living History Farms in Urbandale) to hone its improvisational skills. 

Contributors To This Issue:  Sallie Abba, Candy Anderson, Diane Dunlap, Steve Houle, Rachelle 
Hrubetz, Mary K. Wilson, with assistance from Les Roth and Mandi Arthur.  Thank you one and all! 
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Mark Hagermann’s father passed away recently from complications to pancreatic cancer.  Our 
thoughts are with Mark and his family. 


