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December 31st through January 2nd 
The home of Les and Jeannette Roth, 1304 20th Street,  
West Des Moines. 
  
This year's event begins at 7 pm on Friday, December 31st with an Overdressers Masque. Please wear your 
finest Overdressers clothes, topped off with a stylish mask. Your hosts will award prizes at midnight for their 
favorite masks. 
  
Saturday, beginning at 2 pm, will be adults' evening. Please leave the kids at home and come enjoy our adult 
pajama party. 
  
Sunday will be a relaxing day until we toss everyone out around 6 pm. 
  
For your viewing pleasure, we will be showing the entire "Lord of the Rings" trilogy as well as assorted Trans-
Iowa Canal Company videos.  You're welcome to bring videos to show. The hosts reserve the right to select 
what will be shown. The Capital One Bowl will be watched on Sunday. There will be plenty of room for games 
and visiting. 
  
We ask that you bring snacks and drinks to share. Also, please let Les know if you'd like to host a meal. Cash 
donations are also welcome. Paper products will be provided. 
  

Limited sleeping space is available for our out-of-town guests. Please reserve a space 
soon. 
  
The hot tub will again be available. Please bring your own towels and suits. Other 
outdoors activities will include sledding, should there be enough snow. 
  
While children are welcome on Friday and Sunday, they must be accompanied by a 

responsible adult. Irresponsible adults may also be asked to leave. 
  
Les can be contacted at 515-224-7654 or les@trans-iowa.org 

The Des Moines Science Fiction Society, Ltd. is still searching for a logo.  We have a motto – Read, Imagine, Think – 
and now we’d like to have a logo too.  The Club would use the logo for promotional purposes such as letterhead,  
business cards, signage etc. 
 
We know we have quite the talent pool of talented folks out there so we are asking for your help.  If you have an inspira-
tion for a DMSFS logo please submit it for our consideration.  If we choose your design, you’ll receive a complimentary 
membership to DemiCon 16.  So, sharpen those pencils and rev up the computer! 
 
Logo designs should be submitted by December 31, 2004 either by email to info@dmsfs.org or by mail to DMSFS Logo, 
PO BOX 7572, Des Moines, IA 50323-7572.  Designs chosen by the club will become the property of the Des Moines 
Science Fiction Society, Ltd. 
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Alan Guile  
Age: Old 
Currently: 46 
Turn On:  “uh, .. laughing” 
Turn Off: “uh, … not knowing when to shut up” 
Fave Food: Lasagne 
Fave Construction Material: Silly Putty 
Fave Tool: Computer 
Zodiac: Aquarius 
Shoe Size: 101/2 
TV Shows: Tru Calling, Angel 
Music: Anything but Rap 
Politics: None 
Best Skill: Fixing Computers 
Fave Author: “uh, .. Mercedes Lackey” 
Fave Director: Belisario 
Quote: “ One by one the penguins are stealing my sanity.” 
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DemiCon 16 July 29th - 31st, 2005 Hotel Fort Des Mo ines 
Writer Guest of Honor: Brad Linaweaver 
Artist Guest of Honor: Mike Cole 
Fan Guests of Honor: Sheila Lenkman & Scott Corwin 
Toastmaster Emeritus: Rusty Hevelin 
Toastmaster & Designated Comedy Relief: Tadao Tomomatsu 
Ghost of Honor: Douglas Adams 
 
ConCom: Sallie Abba, Bob Harper, Alan Koslow 
 
DemiCon 16 held its first department head meeting November 14th at the home of Mike & Candy Anderson.  
The budget for DemiCon 16 was passed out, department head contact information was updated, deadlines for 
publications and other convention activities were established, and future department meetings were set up.   

Costume Con 24 May 26th - 29th, 2006 Hotel Fort Des  Moines 
 
ConCom: Sallie Abba, Pierre Pettinger, Les Roth 
 
The ConCom and department heads for Costume Con 24 met for a planning meeting Sunday afternoon  
November 21st at the Hotel Fort Des Moines. 

DemiCon 17 July 29th - 31st, 2006 Hotel Fort Des Mo ines 
 
ConCom:  Greg Abba, Mike Anderson, Diane Dunlap 
 
ConCom 17 is currently working up a list of candidates for guests of honor for voting on by the DMSFS  
Membership at a future DMSFS meeting. 
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After an abortive first try 
at fencing on November 
7th, the DMSFS home 
improvement crew 
completed a major 
portion of the Anderson's 
replacement horsey 
fence the following 
weekend (November 
14th). 
 
Ask Mike Anderson for 
the story behind the first 
attempt, if you dare.... 



The Book of Earth: Volume One of The Dragon Quartet 
Marjorie B. Kellog 
Daw Books 
334 pgs 
ISBN#: 0-88677-574-4 
Price (US and Canada): US $4.99 CDN $5.99 
 
Reviewed by Mary K. Wilson 
 
I picked up The Book of Earth after listening to the cover artist, Jody Lee, speak at Conquest 35 in Kansas 
City this year.  I really liked Ms. Lee’s discussion of the cover painting in her slide show, and thought the book 
sounded interesting. 
 
Ms. Kellog tells the story of Erde, a young girl in alternate Germany.  When her father, the Baron, succumbs 
to a monk telling stories of God’s wrath and a chance encounter places Erde at risk, her father locks her 
away.  With the help of a family friend, Erde slips away into the mountains where she meets a Dragon. 
 
The story starts before Erde finds earth and tells the tale of both of them finding themselves and coming to 
learn their place in the mixed-up world.  Because it is part of a series of four books, there definitely is an 
unfinished feel to this volume.  But, as the story of a young girl growing up, it is a fascinating read.  The 
supporting characters are just as rich as the main character. 
 
I found this to be an enjoyable read, especially for fans of dragon stories. 
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A long time ago I used to write an article for a ballroom dancing newsletter, aptly named The Wallflower.  The 
Wallflower is actually a name for a dancer that is along the edge of the dance floor too shy to dance but 
watching the action and and the other dancers.  Now that is not totally true with my personality for if you have 
music, I will dance...get out of my way.  But I love watching people and making observations to myself.  It 
actually has helped me know people better and understand them as individuals.  This article is just my 
thought processes placed on paper... observant, whimsical and twisted for this "wallflower's" view. 
  
Get LOST...  You may say this to someone you don't like or are just a little irritated with but I am finding that 
this is an actual phenonomen.  The first time I heard this I had to twist my head and do a double take for it 
was by my own sister telling me to get lost.  Well, I admit I had not cleaned the bathroom and kitchen but I did 
not think that I should get such rough treatment for falling down on my duty.  Then I heard the rest as she 
repeated it... "Did you get LOST?"  Ohhhhh ... the new TV show, LOST.   
  
This TV show has made people lost for an hour each week...maybe two if they catch the rerun two days 
later.  LOST has the idea of Gilligian Island, Twilight Zone, a Soap Opera, Fantasy Island and Land of 
the Lost.... (hmmmm maybe that is where they got the name)  with dashes of science fiction, fantasy and B 
rated monster movie thrown in a blender and put on high.  Then poured out in a concoction that is so 
addictive and wonderful that more and more people devour it.   Each morsal, each drop is savored 
and people keep coming back for more weekly.  Now this concoction with a twist of Sterling, a sound of "The 
plane. The plane!", a topper of a red shirt and a rampaging monster to finish the mix does not appear to be 
very tasty but it is.  Why? It's the characters.  In a brilliant move the watcher learns about a new one each 
week. What makes them tick, how they ended up on that plane, what choices they have made and how the 
island may mess up or fix them.  The viewer cares what happens to each one and they become attached. 
Don't even think of that physical monster, who is tromping around the jungle, eating them, they have to face 
their own personal monsters to win. When they do, the viewer chears because if those characters can do it 
on a magical island, just maybe our own personal monsters are just not as bad. 
  
Thing is I don't even watch the show, though I can feel it's magic try to pull me in as I walk by the TV as 
Angie stares fixed on the screen.  But how do I know so much about the show... The tell me.  It has become 
a conversation piece and it is just fun to watch them talk about the show.   I enjoy asking "What happened 
this week?"  The converstation goes on and on. "Can you believe that?  And then he..... Those boars! He 
used him as bait!"  
  
So if you see me staring tranfixed at the TV while LOST is on.  Stop me.... I need those two hours to clean 
the kitchen or bathroom. Oh, then there are the leaves to pick up or .....Hmmm maybe on the other hand, let 
me be seduced by the sirens call of LOST. Those other items can wait. 
 
By Mandi Arthur 
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Strange, Fun Times at the Haunted Farm 
  
About 25 minutes directly south of Des Moines near the village of St.
Charles is a prominent local landmark, a small residential acreage 
nominally owned by a quiet ex-urbanite couple, affiliated with 
DSMSFS.  
 
There are quite a few animals prevalent at this acreage, but otherwise 
it would seem to a disinterested observer to be indistinguishable from 
a similarly situated acreage.  However, on October 30th, Laurre 
Bremen and Andy Wheeler exposed the true nature of the property.  It 
seems that this nondescript Madison County homestead is really a haunted farm. 

  
A haunted farm?  Affiliated with DMSFS?  How can this be?  Read on, reader, read on.... 
  
Available evidence later found by crime scene investigators indicated that six or seven 
unidentified bodies were strategically located at various parts of the property's garage, 
yard, and barn.  One body was positively identified, that of a older adult male supposedly 
going by the name of "Hanging Chad", who apparently couldn't bear living through the 
American 2004 election.  The investigative team also reported seeing ghostly evidence in 
trees on the property, and hands sticking up out of the ground in the flower garden. And 
cats...many cats. 
  
Strangely, quite a few DMSFS guests at a party that night seemed unaffected by all of 
this grisly and spooky goings-on.  Perhaps it was the time of year (Halloween).  Perhaps 
it was the hard cider being served to the party guests.  Perhaps it was Mark Jones' 
astonishingly well conceived award-winning costume.   Perhaps it was the bemused 
horse dressed up as a dragon by Alan Koslow and friends that distracted everyone.  But 

it took a guided tour by Ms. Bremen and Mr. Wheeler to expose the property's dark secrets to all who had 
ears left to listen with.  
  
Murder.  Murder most foul. 
  
So many bodies.  Such moral squalor.  So many cats underfoot.  (Small aside -> Does anyone need a cat?) 
  

Seven bodies, six of them unidentified.  It was almost like living out a game of 
Clue.  Who was dead was considered unimportant.  After all, Mr. Chad appeared 
to have done himself in.  But who killed the others?  "Candy Anderson on the 
south end of the garage, with a pitchfork?"  "Bo3b Harper, in the barn, with a 
horseshoe?"  Or was that a bottle of Icehouse?   "K'Abba, renegade Klingon, in the 
shower, with "....never mind. Some things are best left unspoken. 
 
The scene investigators report that the non-descript couple have apparently 
restored the haunted farm area back into a facsimile of an ex-urban equine-related 
acreage.   The couple however, remains under investigation for the demise of Mr. 
Chad. They could not be reached for comment, but Mr. Wheeler said that next 

year's Halloween party might reveal "related developments".  If you want to know more, come to one of the 
DMSFS meetings and ask one of the participants.   
 
If you dare… 
 
By Mike Anderson 
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December 2004 

January 2005 

February 2005 

DMSFS meetings are held at West Des Moines Community Center 217 5th St.  
There is parking and a covered entrance at the rear of the building off of 4th St.  
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Martin McClure 
December 2 
 
Bo3b Harper 
December 3 
 
Jon Mohning 
December 15      
 
Otto Seller 
December 21      
 
Peg Brandt Zea 
December 28 
 
Naomi Adams 
January 7 
 
Sallie Abba  
January 12 
 
Les Roth 
January 14          
 
Mitch Thompson 
January 19 
 
Sam Abba  
February 5 
 
Mark A. Jones 
February 8 
 
Thomas Roach  
February 10 
 
Alan Guile 
February 11 
 
Christina Miller  
February 14 
 
Ida Jones 
February 22 
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James & Marion 
Webster 
December 20 
 
Al Hohrmann & 
Diane Dunlap 
December 28 
 
Martin & Nancy 
Wirsig McClure 
December 29 
 
Gene &  
Margaret Miller 
January 1 

SACC 

SACC 

SACC 

SuperCon  Austin, MN 

SuperCon CarpiCon  Arlington Heights, IL 

CarpiCon  



The Des Moines Science Fiction Society, LTD. 
P.O. Box 7572 
Des Moines, IA. 50323 

If you need to contact the Des 
Moines Science Fiction Society for 
any reason, including subscription  
to this newsletter and submission of 
newsletter articles or information,  
you may do so via any of the  
following methods: 
 
DMSFS meets twice a month at the 
West Des Moines Community  
Center 217 5th St.  There is parking 
and a covered entrance at the rear  
of the building off of 4th St.  The  
business meeting begins at 6:30pm 
and the fun stuff starts at 7:00pm.  Around 8:00pm we go out to dinner as a group. 
 
Come on and join us!  Please note: No meeting December 24, 2004  Happy Ho lidays! 
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· DMSFS welcomes its newest member, Erin Pauline Adams.  Erin was born to Jaime Adams and Dave 
McLaughlin on November 22, 2004  and weighed in at 11 pounds and 9 ounces. 

 
· Members of the Trans-Iowa Canal Company got together for a cast party December 4th at the home of 

Les & Jeanette Roth.  Videos of recent TICC shows were viewed and Bo3b Harper celebrated his birth-
day.  Plans for 2005 TICC performances were also made. 

 
· However you observe the holiday season, please make sure to be safe!  Be careful driving (especially 

when the weather is less than ideal), obey the speed laws, and PLEASE don’t drink and drive. 
 

Contributors To This Issue:  Les Roth, Sallie Abba, Mandi Arthur, Mary K. Wilson, Rachelle 
Hrubetz, Mike & Candy Anderson.  Photos by Max Rauer, Mike & Candy Anderson. 
 
Thank you one and all! 
 
Deadline for Spring 2005 Paradox submissions: Febru ary 11th, 2005  Articles, reviews, photos, 
etc., can be e-mailed to paradoxwrangler@dmsfs.org or to the DMSFS mailing address mentioned 
above. 


