July 29th - 31st, 2005 Hotel Fort Des Moines

Writer Guest of Honor: Brad Linaweaver

Artist Guest of Honor: Mike Cole

Fan Guests of Honor: Sheila Lenkman & Scott Corwin
Toastmaster Emeritus: Rusty Hevelin

Toastmaster & Designated Comedy Relief: Tadao Tomomatsu
Ghost of Honor: Douglas Adams

ConCom: Sallie Abba, Bob Harper, Alan Koslow

Less than two months until once again the curtain rises on one of the midwest’s best sci-fi, fantasy, and gaming conven-
tions: DemiCon! Panels, the art auction, masquerade contests, TICC, and the “Consuite at the End of the Universe”
await your pleasure.

With all the road construction this summer, especially 1-235 through Des Moines, be sure to visit www.i235.com for the

latest information on road closures, detours, and lane-switching. Directions to the Hotel Fort Des Moines and other
DemiCon 16 news can be found at www.demicon.org/16/main.html

See you there!

The Dragon is Always Hungry

The theme of this year's DMSFS lowa State Fair Cooking contest is: “Food to Tame a Dragon.” The taming the dragon
with food event takes place Saturday morning August 20th at 9:30am at the Family Living Building on the lowa State Fair
grounds (just west of the grandstand).

The rules of the contest are:

1. The contest is open to entrants ages 12 and older (DMSFS members are not eligible to enter the contest).

2. Entries must include a short (maximum of 250 words) description of how your creation will tame the rampaging
dragon. Humor is highly encouraged. Your story will be read aloud during the judging and may be published in an
upcoming issue of the DMSFS newsletter, Paradox.

3. Entries will be judged on taste, appearance, and written description. DMSFS members will provide interactive enter-
tainment and door prizes during the judging.

DMSFS will award the following prizes:
First Place will receive $50.00 plus a membership to DemiCon 17
Second Place will receive $25.00 plus a membership to DemiCon 17
Third Place will receive $10.00 plus a membership to DemiCon 17

All entrants will receive a gift bag from DMSFS, Ltd.

More information about entering this and other lowa State Fair contests can be found at www.iowastatefair.org

Peggy Miller is the coordinator for this year’'s sponsorship of the DMSFS cooking contest. Messages will be posted to

the DMSFS chat list for where and when volunteer help is needed, such as putting together the gifts bags, being a

contest judge, a judge’s helper, and joining the “half-time” entertainment.

Be sure to tell your non-DMSFS friends about the contest and have fun at the fair!
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This summer's version of the Semi-Annual
Constitutional Convention has been delayed until
Labor Day weekend (September 3 - 5, 2005),
instead of its traditional 4th of July schedule.

On September 3, 4 and 5, 2005, the gathering of several life forms will be held at Toad
Hall in rural Radcliffe, about an hour's drive north of Des Moines. Hosts Susan Stewart
and Brian Weigel are looking forward to hosting yet another wild and crazy weekend for
DMSFS members, friends and their guests. Starting on Friday (okay, that's technically
September 2) evening at about 5:00 p.m., the party promises to be as indulgent, hyper-
active and fun-filled as we can make it. Festivities will end at 5:00 p.m. on Monday when the hosts expect you to gather
your sorry backsides, picnic baskets and coolers, load them into your vehicle and drive off into the sunset. Until we
meet again.

For our new guests, the rules and regs are simple:

1. Bring your own food and beverage for the weekend but expect to share and for others to share with you. Think of it
as a three-day potluck.

2. Keep in mind that we have limited refrigeration available. If you are unsure of what to bring, call for ideas

3. Harassment of animals or humanoids is strictly prohibited.

4. No firearms or illegal pharmaceuticals will be tolerated. None.

5. Bed space will be doled out on the basis of medical need. If, and that's a big IF, there is still inside space, it will be
first come-first served. Otherwise, there is plenty of space for tents, campers and/or sleeping bags.

6. Everyone is expected to police their own trash and recycled materials.

7. Food and drink left behind is likely to be discarded. Don't assume that we have a use for a half a watermelon, a

quarter pan of baked beans, or three beers. If it's good enough to use, please take it home.

8. For our convenience, there is a brand new, rather spiffy Kum & Go convenience store in Ellsworth, just west of 1-35.
Feel free to shop there with great delight. FY1 it includes a small coffee bar with a limited selection of specialty
caffeines.

9. There is no rule 9. Number nine, number nine, number ...

10. Musical talent and/or instruments are welcome. We have been known to burst into song, to consider ordinary
conversation to be song cues, or to share our newest favorite musicians with each other.

11. Out-of-area guests may contribute cash in lieu of food or beverage. A serious grocery run to Ames will be
conducted as needed.

12. Anyone arriving earlier than 5 p.m. on Friday will be pressed into service. This means you may be expected to
mow, vacuum, cook, scrub toilets, scoop litter boxes or herd chickens. Your choice (or showing up early. | get to
pick the chore - mwaa haa haa.)

13. We have two bathrooms and one shower. We expect anywhere from 20 to 70 people over the three days. Simple
calculations assure us that five minute showers are adequate and may even push the available resources at certain
times of the day. Clue: it's easier to get time in the bathroom at 2 a.m. rather than 10 a.m.

14. Well-behaved children are always welcome. lll-behaved people of any age will be escorted off the premises.

15. Smoking is allowed outdoors only. While the house does contain a smoker, during the party
there is only smoking outdoors. Anyone smoking indoors will be extinguished immediately.

To reach us for information, call 515-836-2174 or e-mail . To reach us on a more physical level,
take 1-35 to Highway 175 (exit 133) and turn right (east). Go approximately 3 miles to Xircus
Ave. and turn right (south). We are in the first house on the left (east) and, cleverly, the mailbox
identifies us as Toad Hall.

As a clarification about the schedule for the summer SACC, the club has determined that we
want to move it to Memorial Day weekend. However, this year's ConQuesT, held Memorial Day
weekend, featured Les and Jeanette Roth as Fan GoHs and next year's Memorial Day weekend
will conflict with Costume Con in Des Moines. Ergo, the first time the SACC will actually be on
Memorial Day weekend is 2007. Is that clear? Oh, good, would someone explain it to me now?

Yowzer!

By Susan Stewart
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The St. Louis, Missouri sci-fi fans are bidding to host the 2007 NASFiC (held when Worldcon
is overseas) in conjunction with Archon 31 August 2 - 5
Details about the NASFiC bid can be found at www.archonstl.org/nasfic

Illinois fandom is bidding to host the 66th World Science Fiction Convention in 2008 in Chicago.
Information about the bid can be found at www.chicagoworldcon7/org

The sci-fi fans of Missouri are bidding to host the 67th World Science Fiction Convention on
Labor Day weekend, September 3 - 7, 2009 in Kansas City, Missouri.
More information about the bid can be found at www.midamericon.org/kc/2009
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Costume-Con® 23 was held April 29 through May 2 in Ogden, Utah.
Costume-Con® is an annual convention, devoted to costuming and
masquerades. In anticipation of hosting Costume-Con® 24 in Des Moines,
next Memorial Day weekend, a group of DMSFS members made the trip.
This included Greg and Sallie Abba, Diane Dunlap, Sheril Harper, Rachelle
Hrubetz, Al Hohrmann, Tammy Mohning, Les Roth, and Gail Sage. Despite
heavy snows along the way, the last of the team arrived in Ogden by Friday
evening. On Friday, we received a tour of Peery's Egyptian Theater that was
to be our home for the next two days. While the hotel was the host for
panels, dealer's room, and consuite, the masquerades were held at Peery's.
The crew at Peery's was wonderful to work with. They took care of the
lighting and sound for the shows, while the DMSFS crew handled the
contestants.

During the day on Saturday, we held tech rehearsals for 34 entries for the
Science Fiction & Fantasy Masquerade that was held that evening. Despite
being short of time, we finished the contestant rehearsals only seven
minutes behind schedule. That night, we kicked off the show with a reprisal
of the Trans-lowa Canal Company's™ "James Bond Shadow Play" from
TICC After Dark. The show went smoothly, with only a couple of snags.
Returning to the hotel late that night, some of us crashed, while others
found the energy to join the party in the consuite.

On Sunday, we began with the Future Fashion Show. This was followed by
the tech rehearsals for the Historical Masquerade. These rehearsals were

less harried than on Saturday, as there were only 16 entries. That evening, The pes Moines Costume Con crewin their finest
the masquerade was again a success, despite having to juggle the “Tok'ra Togas” at the Friday Night Costume Social.
sequence of an entry and a few communication lapses. Both the Des First Row: Sallie Abba, Sheril Harper, Rachelle
Moines and the local theater crews performed well. Later that evening, back Hrubetz Diane Dunlap. Second Row: Greg Abba,

. . Tammy Mohning, Les Roth, Gail Sage, Al Hohrmann
at the hotel, we relaxed in the consuite.

On Monday, we actually saw a little of the convention that was not part of the masquerades. We toured the dealers'
room and costume exhibits and even caught a panel or two. After lunch at a Brazilian steakhouse in Salt Lake City, we
began our separate journeys home.

By Les Roth
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ConQuesT, Kansas City's Annual SF Convention, was held May 27 to 29.
Guests of Honor included writer Joe Haldeman, artist Theresa Mather,
and fans Les & Jeannette Roth. Writer George R. R. Martin was the
toastmaster.

Programming was light on Friday, and only a couple of
room parties were running. However, the DemiCon/
Costume-Con® 24 room party was quite a success.
Greg and Sallie Abba decorated their room in a movie
theme, showed videos of past masquerades and
displayed a mannequin wearing a costume from their
award-winning “Winter is Coming" entry. The entry,
based on the works of Mr. Martin, drew a lot of com-
ments, and Mr. Martin, himself, had a picture taken

beside the costume. : _
Writer GoH George R. R. Martin
poses with the award-winning “The

3 Saturday was filled with assorted panels, writing Others” costume.
Masquerade audience favorite contests, and interviews with the Guests of Honor.
“Darth Barbie.” Many of those from Des Moines had lunch at Swagat,

a wonderful Indian restaurant. That evening, the
masquerade was won by "Darth Barbie" complete with pink cape, stickers on her
helmet, and anatomically correct (by Barbie standards) armor. For the half-time
entertainment, the Trans-lowa Canal Company™ performed "Fhannish Treasure", their
take on the movie "National Treasure." The capacity crowd was very receptive. At night,
the party floor was packed with room parties and fhans who stayed up until after the sun
had already returned.

Sunday was more relaxing as most of the Des Moines folk returned home. A few stayed
for the dead-dog party Sunday evening. All had returned home safely by Monday
evening.

By Les Roth
Tal Roth gets carried away

(again) by Bo3b Harper and
Photos by Jeannette Roth Rick Lancaster in “Fhannish

More ConQuesT 36 TICC photos on Page 4 Treasure.”




Meditations on Middle-Earth
Karen Haber, Editor

ISBN# 0-312-30290-8

St. Martin's Press

295
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Meditations on Middle-Earth shares the views of 15 well-known fantasy authors along with an
introduction by George R. R. Martin. Each essay not only shares the effect the release of Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings
had on him or her, but also shares what effects the essay’s author believes the novels had on fantasy publishing in gen-
eral. With essays by several grandmasters of the genre, such as Ursula LeGuin, Charles DeLint, Orson Scott Card, and
Terri Windling, as well as other authors, this book makes fantastic reading for not only writers, but also readers of fan-
tasy fiction.

€]

Fantasy Tie-in Nonfiction
$13.95
235 pages

Meditations on Middle-Earth was the first non-fiction book (aside from any volumes on horses) that | could honestly say |
couldn’'t put down. Reading it at work between phone calls was a chore because | didn't want to be interrupted. As a
relative “youngster” to fantasy, | recalled reading Lord of the Rings, in junior high, but Tolkien’s fiction is such, | think,
that requires some maturity to fully appreciate it for all its worth. | found myself invigorated enough by this volume to
pick up the books again, and am finding them much more enjoyable the second time around.

I loved the recollections within these pages and appreciated the words of those who have gone before in the fantasy
genre. As a fan, this book gave me a new appreciation for the classics, as well as introduced me to the thoughts of
some authors whose work | hadn’t read before. As a writer, | found myself thinking more about fantasy fiction today and
how to properly craft epic fantasy. This book has something for everyone and is a must-read for all fans.

Review By Mary K. Wilson

6% 7 #

You're So Caine by Sarah Macht

You walked into the bar scene like you were walking through a cloud

Your hat strategically dipped below one eye, you looked so humble as you bowed,
You asked for a drink of water and ducked a flying fist

And all the girls dreamed that they'd be your partner, they'd be your partner...

Refrain: And you're so Caine, you probably think this song's about Kung-Fu,
I'll bet you think this song's about Kung-Fu - Don't you - don't you?

You learned Kung-fu many years ago when you were still quite naive,

Well you felt at home with the Shao-lin monks and that you would never leave,

but you killed the emperor's nephew - became an enemy

You had some dreams - they were clouded by bad chi - clouded by bad chi -

Refrain

| heard you were running from the Chinese law, a renegade monk as well

Then you talk about peaceful living in harmony, and beat everyone without a Bruce Lee yell,

Well you're searching for a lost brother and when you're not, you're with a Carradine sib or working on a sequel,
working on a sequel -

Refrain

© 2005 by Sarah Macht — used with permission
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Rachelle Hrubetz, Megan Harper as Theresa Mather, Joe Stuss as Jim Murray and Diane Megan Harper as Theresa Mather, Les Roth as
Nikki Harper, and Sheril Harper “admire” the model Dunlap as Gay Haldeman discuss Hugo Jobs, Jon Mohning as Joe Haldeman,
Starship Enterprise at the Smithsonian Air & Space i-Fruit computers & hard drive and Joe Struss as Jim Murray head for the big

Museum. capacities. finish in cadet review formation.
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DMSFS members Mandi Arthur, Joe Struss, and Robert Uy sang and danced through the high-energy and entertaining
“Seussical The Musical” during its recent run at the Des Moines Playhouse. Robert played the mayor of Whoville while
Mandi & Joe played various Who's and other characters throughout the show. Robert’s sister Patricia J. Uy-Westlund
also was a member of the ensemble cast.

Mandi Arthur (lower left), Robert Uy (center holding umbrella), and Joe Struss (second from left) and Mandi Arthur (far right) in a
Joe Struss (upper left) sing about life in Whoville. song and dance routine about Whoville cadet soldiers.
Photo ©2005 by Steve Gibbons - used with permission. Photo ©2005 by Steve Gibbons - used with permission.

Al Hohrmann

Age: Old Enough

Currently: Here

Turn On: Diane

Turn Off: Being interviewed

Fave Food: “l can't answer that.”

Fave Construction Material: Chocolate

Fave Tool: “l can't answer that.”

Zodiac: “l don't belive in that.”

Shoe Size: 9w

TV Shows: Occasionally

Music: Most forms of “real” rock, including contemporary
Politics: Necessary evil

Best Skill: “Can't answer that. Wait, | can cook.”




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
June 2005 TICC
Rehearsal
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
TICC TICC DMSFS/DC16
Rehearsal Rehearsal | DeptHead
Meeting -
|DucK0n 14, Naperville,
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
TICC TICC Third
Rehearsal Rehearsal Friday
DucKon 14
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
TICC TICC DMSFS/DC16
Rehearsal Rehearsal | DeptHead
Meeting
26 27 28 29 30
TICC TICC
Rehearsal Rehearsal
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2
July 2005 DMSFS/DC16
Meeting
H[CONvergence, Bloomington, MN
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
TICC TICC DMSFS/DC16
Rehearsal Rehearsal Meeting
(CONvergence
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
TICC TICC DMSFS/DC16
Rehearsal Rehearsal | Meeting
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
TICC TICC DMSFS/DC16
Rehearsal Rehearsal | Meeting
ShowMeCon 3, St. Louis, MO
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Ticc DEMICON 16
HOTEL FORT DES MOINES
31 DEMICON
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
August 2005
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
DMSFS
Meeting
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Third lowa State Fair
Friday Cooking
Contest
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
DMSFS
Meeting
28 29 30 31

DMSFS meetings are held at West Des Moines Communit

y Center 217 5th St.
There is parking and a covered entrance at the rear of the building off of 4th St.

Birthdays @

Wendy Tschampl
June 1

Melissa Gerber
June 9

James Webster
June 17

Thomas Cleary
June 19

Lynette Lehman
& Joe Struss
June 20

Eugene C. Hoth
June 21

Dave
Countryman
June 24

Ted Poovey
July 1

Tammy Mohning
July 10

Marian Webster
July 13

John Webster
July 18

Monica Harper
July 19

Ann Totusek
July 25

Robert Uy
July 27

Taliesin Roth
July 28

Sheril Harper
August 2

Virginia Fee
August 7

Susan Stewart
August 13

Greg Abba
August 17

Alois Tschampl
August 20

R. C. Nelson
August 29

3

Anniversaries

Phil Dean &
Sarah Macht
June 22, 2003

Mark & Ida Jones
August 24, 1980

Les & Jeannette
Roth
August 27, 1988



The Des Moines Science Fiction Society, LTD.
P.O. Box 7572
Des Moines, IA. 50323
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If you need to contact the Des By US Mail: The Des Moines Science Fiction
Moines Science Fiction Society for Society, Ltd.

any reason, including subscription P.O. Box 7572

to this newsletter and submission of Des Moines, IA. 50323
newsletter articles or information,

you may do so via any of the By E-mail: paradoxwrangler@dmsfs.orq
following methods: (Subject: For Paradox)
DMSFS meets twice a month at the | By Website: www.dmsfs.org

West Des Moines Community www.demicon.orq

Center 217 5th St. There is parking

and a covered entrance at the rear By Phone: (515) 830-1305

of the building off of 4th St. The (\Voice mail checked daily)
business meeting begins at 6:30pm

and the fun stuff starts at 7:00pm. Around 8:00pm we go out to dinner as a group.

SEE YOU ALL AT DEMICON 16!
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Looks like we DMSFS’ers have a very busy summer ahead with DemiCon 16 and the State Fair and SACC
and other sci-fi conventions.

Please be careful when driving to & from conventions and other activities this summer. Buckle up, watch for
road construction, obey the speed laws, don’t drive and yak on your cell phone at the same time, and please,
please don't drink and drive. We want to read about you in the Paradox and not the obit pages.

Have a great summer!!

Contributors To This Issue:  Rachelle Hrubetz, Sarah Macht, Peggy Miller, Jeanette Roth,
Les Roth, Susan Stewart, Mary K. Wilson.

Photographs by: Steve Gibbons, Sheril Harper, Jeannette Roth.
Editorial assistance by Diane Dunlap. Edited by Jon Mohning.

Thank you one and all!

Deadline for Fall 2005 Paradox submissions: August 12th, 2005 Articles, reviews, photos, etc.,
can be e-mailed to paradoxwrangler@dmsfs.org or to the DMSFS mailing address mentioned above.



