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Avast ye matey!  DemiCon is turning 21 this year, and we think the best way to  
celebrate is to go all-out PIRATE!  Why pirate, you ask?  Yar, because everything goes 
better with pirates! 
 
     We’re at a new location - the Holiday Inn Northwest on Merle Hay Road in Des Moines!  We’re on 
a new date - May 14-16, 2010!  But we’ve got all the things that keep people coming back year after 
year: Art Show and Auction; Anime and Video rooms; a formal Masquerade; the finest consuite in  
the Midwest; two performances by the Trans-Iowa Canal Company™; and close up and personal 
time with famous authors, artists, and personalities!  Not to mention we’ll have plenty of interesting 
and fun panels, workshops, music and contests. 
 
          So, don your finest seaworthy garb and jo in us all at Iowa’s premier science fiction and 
fantasy convention!   
 

DemiCon 22 ConCom: Al Hohrmann, Nicki Reed, Andy Wheeler 
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Avast, ye swabs, what do Blackbeard, Captain Kidd, 
Captain James Hook, Captain Jack Sparrow and 
James Cameron have in common?  They all had to 
start somewhere. Well, here be yer place to start.  
The DemiCon 21 Fhannish Film Festival can be your 
chance to show your hidden filmmaking talents.  As 
with any contest, we do have a few Guidelines that 
must be followed.  
 
· Movies must be no longer than 10 minutes in  
           length. 
· Entry must be PG-13 or less (if it were rated). 
· Topic must be Anime, Science Fiction, Fantasy,  
           Gaming, Fandom or Parody, Trailers  
           (ie: Movie Trailer). 
· Entry must be submitted in DVD format. 
· Preferred video types are .avi, .mpeg, .mpg, .wmv. 
· Each entry must be on its own individual disc. 
· All entries must be original works by the entrant(s). 
· Entrants are limited to 5 entries, either film, trailer, or Animated Music Video for the DemiCon 21  
            contest at this time. 
· Previous winning presentations are not allowed to enter. 
· All entries must be postmarked no later than May 1, 2010. 
· DemiCon takes no responsibility for discs lost or damaged during the contest. 
· Please provide copies only, not originals or “Masters”.   
· DC 21 reserves the right to show the movie during the convention.  DC 21 reserves the right to 
            select the movies to be shown.  If you are attending the convention, you may choose to give 
            a brief introduction to your movie.   
· Judging will take place during the showing of the videos at DemiCon 21. 
· Prizes will be awarded for Judges’ Choice and Fhannish Choice at Closing Ceremonies of  
            DemiCon 21.   
· If you want your entry returned, you must include a self-addressed envelope and return postage.  
  
When submitting an entry, include:  Your name, address, email, phone number; length of entry, your 
company name (if applicable), category, whether or not permission is given to display your work on 
the Fhannish Film Festival page at www.demicon.org or a link to your work or website, if you will be 
attending DemiCon and if you would like to speak prior to your presentation.  If you choose, an entry 
form can be found on the website. Email any questions to fhanfilm@demicon.org or check on the 
Fhannish Film Festival page at www.demicon.org 
 
Entries should be submitted to: 
DemiCon 21 Fhannish Film Festival 
1629 56th St. 
Des Moines, IA 50310  
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Once again we will be holding the blood drive on Sa turday, May 15, 2010, from 9:30AM to 1:30PM.  
Please remember to drink plenty of fluids, eat a good meal before donating, and try to increase your iron intake before 
donating blood. We have had 3 successful blood drives and would like to continue this tradition! 
 
Our blood drive is inspired by the "Pay it Forward" philosophy of 
Robert Heinlein and the Heinlein Society's blood drives. There are 
two ways to sign up to donate.  You may sign up online, following the 
instructions below or sign up at the convention.  
 
Each year, thousands of Iowa residents give selflessly of themselves 
by making a blood donation. Through this simple act, donors create 
the vital link between life-giving blood and the hospital patient who 
needs it. Every two seconds, someone, somewhere needs blood and 
the rarest type is the one not on the shelf when a patient needs it. At 
The Blood Center of Iowa, we strive to help these people every day; 
therefore we need donors every day. We need neighbors helping 
neighbors and people who want to make an impact on a local level. 
The Blood Center of Iowa is an independent, nonprofit, federally li-
censed organization providing blood and blood products to 46 hospi-
tals in 44 counties across Iowa. For more than 45 years, The Blood 
Center has relied on charitable community members to volunteer 
their time and blood in order to maintain an adequate blood supply for our cities, families, neighbors – maybe even you.  
38% of the US population is eligible to donate blood, but only 10% do. You can not get AIDS or any other disease from 
donating blood.  About 1 in 7 people hospitalized needs blood.   
 
Scheduling your donation has never been easier! The Blood Center of Iowa has developed an easy-to-use web tool for 
scheduling appointments for upcoming blood drives. Please be reminded that you may only give blood every 56 days 
and must be in good general health. For additional information regarding eligibility on blood donation, visit: the Iowa 
Blood Center eligibility page.  
 
Online Scheduling Guide 
· Please follow the instructions below to sign-up and  donate blood at DemiCon!  
· Visit the Iowa Blood Center,http://www.bloodcenterofiowa.org/ 
· Select "Find a Mobile Drive." 
· Select "Search by Organization” 
· Type: DemiCon  
· Select the blood drive where you wish to donate by the corresponding date (May 15, 2010). 
· Enter your first and last names, main e-mail address and date of birth. 
· Select "Login." 
· Enter your first and last names, blood type (if known) and daytime phone number (include area code). 
· Save your profile. 
· Schedule a donation. 
· Continue to blood drive. 
· Select an available time. 
· Confirm your appointment. 
· Log out of the web site. 
 
Donors will receive two e-mail messages generated by the Blood Center of Iowa. One will be to confirm your appoint-
ment. The other email will be automatically generated three days before the blood drive to remind you of your scheduled 
appointment time.  

 
Rescheduling your Appointment 
If you need to change or cancel your appointment simply return to www.bloodcenterofiowa.org and select 'Find a Mobile 
Drive.' You then select "Appointment History" and will be prompted to enter your email address and date of birth. Your 
original appointment time will then be listed with the opportunity to cancel or change an appointment. Click on the blood 
drive date and you will be asked to cancel or reschedule your donation. Click on "cancel appointment". You will then 
have the opportunity to reschedule your appointment if desired.  
 
There is no substitute for human blood, which is wh y blood donation is so important in helping to save  lives. 
When you give blood, you give someone another laugh , another hug, another chance. Help make a differen ce to 
patients in need of blood throughout Iowa!   





 Here Be Dragons to  
 Celebrate All Things Dragon! 

 
Save this date!! DemiCon 22, May 6 – 8, 2011 at the  Holiday Inn Merle Hay, Des Moines, IA 
  
Here’s a sneak peek into DemiCon 22’s dragon lair. 
GoHs: 
·         Artist - Sarah Clemens (Magnus and Loki) 
Contests: 
·         Dragon poetry contest 
·         Special dragon categories in the Masquerade and ArtShow 
·         A dragon hunt for young and old alike 
Programming: 
·         A full track of dragon inspired programming all weekend 
Keep an eye on the DemiCon 22 sneak peek page for more  
announcements www.demicon.org . 
  
We kick things off at DemiCon 21. Everyone attending will get the chance to 
vote for our Dragon Guest of Honor. Which famous or is that infamous literary 
dragon will it be? The winner will be announced at closing ceremonies of 
DemiCon 21. 

DMSFS member Dr. Alan Koslow spoke about his recent medical mercy  
mission to earthquake-stricken Haiti at the February 12th DMSFS meeting.  
Alan also presented some pictures of his trip. 
 
More details and pictures about Alan’s medical mercy trip can be found at his 
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/alan.koslow 
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The State Historical Society is looking for donations of the following games to use for programs with middle school and 
high school students:  

Scattergories, Button Men, Clue (esp. the new Simps on’s version,) Yahtzee, Monopoly,  
Balderdash, Linq, Heroscape, Uno, Apples to Apples,  Cranium, Scrabble, Wits & Wagers, The Touch, 
Squint, To Court the King, Mystery of the Abbey, Tr ivial Pursuit. 
  
I can make sure that anyone who donates will receive a receipt for tax purposes. The games do not have to be new. 
Gently used games will be cheerfully accepted. If you have a game that is not on the list but you think older kids would 
enjoy it, go ahead and donate it. Email me at Sarah.Macht@iowa.gov about pick up or delivery of games.  
 
Thank you!! 
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Minicon 

MarsCon 
Bloomington, MN  
http://marscon.org 

MarsCon 

Minicon 
Bloomington, MN  

http://www.mnstf.org/minicon/ 

WillyCon 
Wayne, NE 

http://wildcat.wsc.edu/
clubs/willycon 

WillyCon 

Odyssey Con  
Madison, WI  

http://www.oddcon.com 

Odyssey Con 

Birthdays 
 
Scott Arnburg 
March 7  
 
Jeannette Roth 
March 11 
 
Megan Totusek 
March 16 
 
Michael 
Anderson 
April 6 
 
Jaime Adams 
April 15  
 
Megan Harper 
April 20 
 
Danielle Roth  
April 23  
 
Kelly  
Boomgarden 
Douglas   
April 24  
 
Marshall Willis 
May 2 
 
Matthew Tschampl  
May 7 
 
Mark Hagerman  
May 9 
 
Kaaren Spiesz 
May 10  
 
Eric Oppen 
May 22  
 
John Roach 
May 27  
 
Gene Miller &  
Gregg Parmentier 
May 30  
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DemiCon 21 
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DemiCon 21 
 

15 
DemiCon 21 
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DemiCon 21 
 

17 
DemiCon 21 
Teardown 
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DMSFS 
Meeting 
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30 
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DMSFS meetings are held at the West Des Moines Comm unity Center 217 5th St.  
There is parking and a covered entrance at the rear of the building off of 4th St.  
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· DemiCon 20 status reports. 
· Snow lion pictures by DemiCon 20 Artist GoH Sara Butcher. 
· “Mad Yuri’s Song” filk by Eric Oppen. 
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· DMSFS Logo Contest - Extended Run. 
· SuperCon 12 report by Susan Stewart. 
· Filk songs “A Gamer’s Song” by Laurre Bremen & “Rangers, Tramps, & Thieves” by Sarah Macht. 
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DucKon: June 18-20, 2010 at the Naperville Holiday Inn Select, Naperville, IL. 
CONvergence:  July 1-4, 2010 at the Sheraton Bloomington Hotel, Minneapolis South, Bloomington, MN.   
ReConstruction - The 10th Occasional North American Science Fiction Convention (NASFIC) 
           August 5th-8th, 2010 at the Raleigh Convention Center, Raleigh, NC. 
AussieCon 4 - The 69 th World Science Fiction Convention : September 2nd -  6th, 2010 at  
           The Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre, Melbourne, Australia. 
ICON: November 5-7, 2010 at the Cedar Rapids Marriott, Cedar Rapids, IA.  
DemiCon 22: May 6-8, 2011 at the Holiday Inn Northw est, Des Moines, IA 

Costume Con 28 

Costume  
Con 28 

Milwaukee, WI 
www.cc28.org 

KeyCon 
Winnipeg, MB, Canada  

http://www.keycon.org/ 

ConQuesT 
Kansas City, MO  

http://www.conquestkc.org/ 

KeyCon 

ConQuesT 

Anniversaries 
 
Mark Hagerman & 
Ann Totusek 
March 4, 1999 
 
Bill & Melissa 
Gerber  
March 24, 1993  
 
Alois & Wendy 
Tschampl  
April 24, 1998   
 
David Winterton & 
Becky Kinnamon  
April 30, 1989 
  
Gregg & Myrna 
Parmentier  
May 15, 1999 
  
Don Prust & Kelly 
O'Donoghue  
May 24, 1998  
  
Ted Poovey & 
Darice  
Schirber-Poovey  
May 31, 1997 



The Des Moines Science Fiction Society, LTD. 
P.O. Box 7572 
Des Moines, IA. 50323 

If you need to contact the Des 
Moines Science Fiction Society for 
any reason, including subscription  
to this newsletter and submission of 
newsletter articles or information,  
you may do so via any of the  
following methods: 
 
DMSFS meets twice a month at the 
West Des Moines Community  
Center 217 5th St.  There is parking 
and a covered entrance at the rear  
of the building off of 4th St.  The  
business meeting begins at 6:30pm 
and the fun stuff starts at 7:00pm.  
Around 8:00pm we go out to dinner as a group. 
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By US Mail:� The Des Moines Science Fiction  
   Society, Ltd. 
   P.O. Box 7572 
   Des Moines, IA. 50323 
 
By E-mail: � paradoxwrangler@dmsfs.org 
   (Subject: For Paradox) 
 
By Website: www.dmsfs.org 
   www.demicon.org  
 
By Phone:�� (515) 830-1305 
   (Voice mail checked daily)  

Contributors To This Issue:  ConCom 21, Sheril Harper, Sarah Macht, Heather McBride 
                                                        
Photographs by:  Jon Mohning. 
DemiCon 21 Pirate Artwork by Don Matiz - Used With Permission      DemiCon 22 Artwork Courtesy Heather  McBride - Used With Permission 
Editorial Assistance by Diane Dunlap.  Edited by Jon Mohning. 
 
Thank you one and all! 
 
Deadline for Summer 2010 Paradox submissions: May 2 8, 2010.  Articles, reviews, photos, etc., can be e-mailed to  
paradoxwrangler@dmsfs.org or sent to the DMSFS mailing address mentioned above. 


