The Des Moines Science Fiction Society, Ltd. is still searching for a logo. We have a motto — Read, Imagine, Think —
and now we'd like to have a logo too. The Club would use the logo for promotional purposes such as letterhead,
business cards, signage etc.

We know we have quite the pool of talented folks out there so we are asking for your help. If you have an inspiration for
a DMSFS logo please submit it for our consideration. If we choose your design, you'll receive a complimentary member-
ship to DemiCon 16. So, sharpen those pencils and rev up the computer!

Logo designs should be submitted by May 1, 2005 either by email to info@dmsfs.org or by mail to DMSFS Logo, PO
BOX 7572, Des Moines, 1A 50323-7572. Designs chosen by the club will become the property of the Des Moines
Science Fiction Society, Ltd.

DemiCon 16 July 29th - 31st, 2005 Hotel Fort Des Mo ines

Writer Guest of Honor: Brad Linaweaver

Artist Guest of Honor: Mike Cole

Fan Guests of Honor: Sheila Lenkman & Scott Corwin
Toastmaster Emeritus: Rusty Hevelin

Toastmaster & Designated Comedy Relief: Tadao Tomomatsu
Ghost of Honor: Douglas Adams

ConCom: Sallie Abba, Bob Harper, Alan Koslow

DemiCon 16 held a department head meeting January 14th at Mustard’s. Preliminary scheduling was discussed and
plans were made for distributing DemiCon 16 flyers to other conventions. The next DemiCon 16 department head
meeting is March 11th, 2005

Do you like science fiction novels? Do you think you could write a good sci-fi story?
Now is your chance to find out. EURISY, in cooperation with UNESCO and the
Norwegian Centre for Space-related Education is holding a competition for young
sci-fi writers.

If you are a student aged between 12 to 14 or 15 to 17, live in a country that is a
member of EURISY or ESA, or one of UNESCOQ’s European or North American
Member States, then you can take part. The author of the best story in each age

This is an artist's concept depicting a group will win a digital camera and there will also be prizes for whoever comes 2nd
possible scene of astronauts walking on and 3rd
Mars during a dust storm. :

photo: NASA/Paul DiMare

From Earth to Planet X is the theme. Using this as their base, budding authors are
asked to imagine and write a story describing progress, developments and discoveries related to science and life in outer
space. The story could be about a voyage to, and life on, another planet in our solar system, an encounter with other life
forms, buildings in outer space or a scientific discovery. The judges will be looking for originality, creativity, and a grasp of
the main theme as well as that of the underlying theme: the peaceful use and exploration of outer space.

Stories should be a maximum of 1000 words and should be sent to the national focal point before 15 May 2005.
Prizewinners will be informed directly by EURISY in July 2005 and the names of the winning authors, together with their
stories, will be posted on the EURISY, UNESCO and Norwegian Centre for Space-related Education (NAROM) websites.

All ideas are welcome — there is no limit - so set your imagination free!

Colleen Sharkey

Mars Public Engagement
Jet Propulsion Laboratory
4800 Oak Grove Dr.
Pasadena, CA 91109
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SuperCon this year was another fine example of what happens when fandom plans a relaxing weekend. Held in Austin,
Minnesota, on Super Bowl weekend (kind of counter-programming) about 70 of us spent three days
relaxing, hot-tubbing and chatting with others about a variety of topics.

Brought to you by a group of folks usually involved in Convergence, MiniCon and/or several other Midwest cons, there is
little official programming, no guests, no art show and no huxters' room. What IS there more than makes up for that,
however. The Americinn in Austin is a friendly motel with a large lobby area featuring tables for gaming or chatting and a
comfy conversation area with over-stuffed furniture gathered around a fireplace. Each morning there is an extensive
continental breakfast available. There is no in-motel restaurant but both Perkins and Culver's are within an easy walk
(depending on the weather).

Programming is minimal (the fans are left to their own devices for entertainment) but features such things as Politically
Incorrect Movies (this year it was Undercover Brother), an impromptu Anime room when someone hooked up their 'puter
to the TV in the overflow ConSuite, and games like Letras (a combination of Scrabble and Gin Rummy) or Time's Up

(a trivia game requiring verbal and physical skills) popping up in the lobby. There was the ever-popular Four Nifty People
featuring two highly visible and entertaining fans (okay, so the organizers don't count so well) hosted by Charles Piehl,
the Hot Tub Diaries held pool-side, and Nathan Stohlman's Saturday Morning book discussion.

An impromptu tour left the hotel Saturday afternoon to go to the Spam Museum in beautiful downtown Austin. Whatever
you expect from a museum named after a canned meat product of questionable source and quality, forget it! With
tongue firmly in cheek, the folks at Hormel understand their reputation and aren't afraid to poke fun at their image. Along
with the obvious "history of Spam" displays, they feature the Monty Python troupe's infamous Spam Sketch on video
and a gift shop with glow-in-the-dark Spam boxer shorts, garlic-flavored cans of Spam and Spam-logo-emblazoned fish
bobbers, key chains, shot glasses and belts. For fans of puns, Spam and/or museums, this is certainly worth the trip.

As can be expected, the convention is primarily attended by Minnesotans, but folks from Kansas City, Omaha, and Des
Moines are often seen lurking among the fans. ConCom includes Ish Williams, Betsy Lundsten, Charles Piehl, Gregg
Parmentier, Laura Thomas, Kevin Austin, Shaun Kelly and Becca Armstrong as well as yours truly, the

off-site Weather Goddess.

The ConSuite, this year headed by Gregg Parmentier, is the highlight of the weekend for many. In addition to the usual
selection of gustatory delights, there is always a decadence featured. This year's was caviar and champagne with a
variety of both available for sampling with enough for over-indulging if that's your desire. Leaving no detail overlooked,
there was even chopped hard-cooked egg and onion chunks to sprinkle over the caviar. But not a serving of Spam in
sight! And both Saturday and Sunday morning brought waffles made right there in the ConSuite with hand-whipped
cream, fruit toppings and the usual maple syrup for your indulgence. In years past, the ConSuite has offered smoked
foods (including oysters, buffalo, salmon), chocolate (including fondues with fresh fruit as well as the expected
marshmallows, cake bits and anything else dippable) and cheesecakes in a remarkable variety of flavorings.

All in separate years, thank goodness!

At-the-door costs are minimal ($35) and the hotel rooms are reasonably priced ($79 for a queen double, | think) so
financially it is affordable. Easy to get to (about a two and a half hour drive from Des Moines), SuperCon is one of the
three conventions a year | make sure to attend for schmoozing, SMOFing, and just general socializing. Come join us!

Submitted by
Susan Stewart
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Laurre Bremen

Age: Old enough to know better, young enough not to care

Currently : Expanding my right-brain by creating and
selling jewelry designs, otherwise teaching
astronomy at Drake

Turn On: Clear desert sky, too many stars to count, beer
in hand

Turn Off: Know-it-alls who really don't

Fave Food: Filet Mignon

Fave Construction Material: Beads

Fave Tool: Cordless Drill

Zodiac: Pisces

Shoe Size: 5

TV Shows: Animal Planet Extreme, any sci-fi

Music: Eclectic but not rap or hard rock

Politics: Don't believe in them

Best Skill: Writing, artistry, speaking in public

Fave Author: Arthur C. Clarke

Fave Director: Les Roth...& Steven Speilberg

Quote: “If momma ain't happy, ain’t nobody happy”
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A Gamer’s Song by Laurre Bremen

IS THIS THE GAME IN WHICH I'M ENTERED?
ARE YOU THE GUYS WITH WHOM P'LL PLAY?
STAT SHEET AND DICE IN HAND, I'LL LEAP
INTO THE FRAY.....

WHERE IS THE CASTLE WE ARE STORMING?
SHOW ME THE FOES THEY THROW OUR WAY!
FEAR NOT, FOR | AM HERE TO

SAVE THE DAY!

(CHORUS):
SUNRISE, SUNSET.
SUNRISE, SUNSET.
SWIFTLY FLY THE DAYS.
MY CHARACTER IS GROWING STRONGER
BEFORE EVERYONE’'S ASTONISHED GAZE.

SUNRISE, SUNSET.

SUNRISE, SUNSET.

QUICKLY MOVES THE SUN.

I'LL STAY AND GAME WITH YOU FOREVER,
OR UNTIL THE GM DECIDES WE’'RE DONE.

MY CHARACTER HAS MAGIC ARMOR,
GUNS, SWORDS, KNIVES, WEAPONRY GALORE.

ONE SWEEP FROM HIS MIGHTY ARM AND ALL FOES

HIT THE FLOOR.

WHEN DID HE GET TO BE SO POW'RFUL?
| REALLY CANNOT QUITE RECALL.

I ONLY KNOW THAT I'VE NOT MISSED ONE
ROLL--AT--ALL.

(CHORUS)

Rangers, Tramps and Thieves
by Sarah Macht

| was raised as the hope of the Rivendell elves.

My mother used to say “I've no hope for ourselves.”
Elrond would do whatever he could,

Shelter me from Darkness,

Tell me I'd be the king who'd fight for Good.

Refrain
Rangers, Tramps and Thieves,
We'd hear it from the people of the towns,
They'd call us
Rangers, Tramps and Thieves,
But every night the orcs would come around
To burn their houses down.

Saw a young girl just like an even star

Fell deep in love, with no idea how far.

| was twenty. She was a thousand times three.
Betrothed on Cerin Amroth,

But not allowed to marry

‘Til we both crowned royalty.

Refrain

For seventy years | fought in the wild,
Surviving every trial.

Won my crown when Sauron was destroyed,
But | haven’t seen her in a while,

Uh huh, haven't seen her in a while, uh huh.

She chose to become mortal

To live and die with me.

Her grandma used to say

Your hope has come to thee.

Elessar would do whatever he could,
Shelter folk from darkness,

Love his lady Arwen,

And always be the king fighting for good.

Refrain

© 2005 by Sarah Macht — used with permission

“Puter Man” by Paul Clites (with apologies to Bill y Joel)

It's 8 o'clock on a Monday — The programming staff shuffles in

There's a VP in my cubicle — With drool running off of his chin

He says' “Son, can you run some analysis — I'm not realy sure what | want

But it's short and it's sweet and it's NP-complete — And it has to be finished by lunch.”

Chorus:
Write us some code, you're the ‘puter man — Write us some code today
'‘Cause we need a report for the CEO — And he wants it by yesterday.

Now Tim at the console's a friend of mine — He bumps up my priority

And he'll bum me a smoke or some Twinkies and Coke — But there's someplace that he'd rather be
He said, “Paul, | believe it's a dead end here - I'd take any offer with haste

Just as long it wasn't with Microsoft — And | could get out of this place.”

Now Mark is a frustrated racing man — Whose license is riding on luck

And he's talking with Ken, whose job blew up again — and probably won't give a hoot

Well, it's pretty good code for a Monday — and my team leader gives me a smirk

'‘Cause he knows that it's me they'll be coming to see — When they find out that it doesn't work

And the laser jet smokes like a barbeque — And the monitor screams like a jet

And they walk by my cube and throw pens at the tube — And say, “Haven't they fixed that thing yet?”
And the old hands are screaming to standardize — As the patches and kludges pile up

'‘Cause this place is a hacker's own paradise — A legacy COBOL-code shop.

= —— —
o—&—@ o—&—@




)

BANEWREAKER by Jaqueline Carey
ISBN# 0-765-30521-6

November 2004

Tor (http://www.tor.com)

hardcover

$27.95

431 pages

Fantasy

£ 6
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In volume one of the Sundering, Jaqueline Carey introduces us to a completely new fantasy world. Of all the Shapers,
only Satoris, third born, remains sequestered in Darkhaven, a dank and depressing monolith built by the Fjelltrolls.
Wounded and desperate to thwart the prophecy which would bring about his destruction, Satoris sends Tanaros, one of
his three generals, to kidnap the Lady Cerelinde. The actions set off a war that could either further sunder the world or
bring it together.

Although Ms. Carey paints a vivid world with interesting people, too much of it feels as if it were compiled from other
sources. Books with races such as elves, trolls, dwarves, humans, and were seem passe and with the resurgence of
JRR Tolkien’s work, it makes me wonder how much the remade movies influenced her writing. She gives us interesting,
multi-faceted characters such as General Tanaros Blacksword, and the Lady Cerelinde, but where in her previous works
we knew exactly the fate of the world hinging on each action, here the reader is left to wonder why.

With no clear-cut villain or hero in the novel and no mention of the exact ramifications the deaths of pivotal players lack
emotion and leave the reader wondering why any of it matters. Which is sad because with the character and the world
the potential is there for an emotionally engaging story of mythic proportions.

As a huge fan of Ms. Carey’s earlier novels, Banewreaker left me flat and wondering whether her next book would be
worth hardcover price. For those readers, such as myself, who enjoyed the engaging romance and eroticism of her
Kushiel novels, the lack of such things in this novel only adds to the disappointment with her current offering.

Mary K. Wilson
Reviewer for Karen Find About New Books
Reviewer for Coffee Time Romance
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"The Table"

A few weeks ago | tried out for a play. Actually, it was a musical that was not a Trans-lowa Canal Company

production. (And there is a sigh of relief that TICC is not doing another musical.) Some may know that | had a hand in
many of the dance pieces that have been seen on the TICC stage in the last five years, and was named choreographer
for many of them. The last huge project was TICC after Dark Ill. Usually the director figures out who should be where,
but this time we actually had dance, tryouts due to the commitment that people had to give for the production. | found
myself sitting on the choreographer’s side of "The Table", with people dancing on the other side for their tryout. |
contemplated who would fit which part the best. In essence, judging these individuals that had a wide range of talents,
body shapes, personalities and insecurities.

Well this brings me back to trying out for a musical that had no affiliation with TICC. Finding myself on the other side of
"The Table", and in essence being judged... like | had to do. | can tell you neither side is easy. With this tryout | had to
stand on the main stage of the Des Moines Playhouse, say my name, music selection and favorite Dr. Seuss book. The
musical | was trying out for was “Suessical: The Musical.” Then | had to sing. While | looked out into the audience of
other auditioners, "The Table" that had four to five people behind it and a boyfriend who says | glared at him (I glanced,
not glared), | was absolutely terrified. Until that first note. It came out okay and the next better and the next. By the end
when the director said stop, | had done a good job .

Then came the dance tryouts. Everyone was just like the TICC group, a wide range of talents, body shapes and
personalities. | thought | would be okay with the tryout. It had lindy/swing dance steps, but little did | know

that these dance moves were on Crack. Talk about insecurities on my part after that tryout. My boyfriend did great and |
did passable. Of course, he will turn that around and say he was passable and | did great, but the point was we did

it. It was a big step for me. | have not been on that side of "The Table" for over three years. Being on the
choreographer’s side for a while, you know how the people are feeling, sort of. You know they are scared, the
adrenaline is flowing and things are going to go wrong in some way. It is how they handle things that is the

key. | auditioned to find out if | could still handle it. And things did go wrong, my voice cracked, my dance tryout was
interesting to say the least and | was terrified. But | moved forward and kept going in what ever direction it took me. Just
like all the TICC dancers the night of the performance. The adrenaline was flowing, people were scared and things went
wrong but everyone kept moving, doing the best they could. They were great! Looking back at the tryout and being on

the other side of "The Table," | kept moving. That is all anyone can ask of themself, in tryouts or in life.



By Sallie Abba

It was a cold and snowy night. The kind of night that makes skating rinks out of driveways and freeze dries your lungs

with every breath. The kind of night that would make normal people curl up in bed with
a good book, a good movie or a good friend. However, | don't hang around with
normal people. So in a frosty corner of West Des Moines some 40 people gathered for
the traditional January Birthday Bash. This would be no ordinary birthday party, but a
journey through space and time to 1920’s Chicago and the grand opening of the Four

Deuces Casino.

Madam Meme and her husband
Don Wannabee invited the créeme
de la creme of Chicago society to
the event. There were influential
politicians, the rich, the famous
and the infamous. A great time
was had by all until the unfortunate
demise of Big Jim. Who could
have done it? Was it Big Jim's ex-
wife jealous of his new bride?
Was it his new bride anxious for
her inheritance? Could it be Big

Jim’s daughter tired of her father's match-making? Perhaps it was Don Wannabee Big
Jim’s lieutenant who wanted to take his place. Or maybe one of the rival gang members out for revenge? Rumors

were as plentiful as the gin in the bath tub, and real clues as scarce as an honest cop.

As luck would have it a detective was in the house at the time of the murder. Despite a lock down by the local
constable, the guests still managed to have fun at the gaming tables, and the drinks
flowed from the bar. There was much wheeling and dealing and perhaps maybe

don’t do the event justice. So many wonderful costumes and so many sneaky,
conniving, treacherous people. | couldn’t have asked for a more wonderful party.
Thanks to everyone who came out and played along. You all are the best!!!

In pursuit of that “Calvin & Hobbes Sledding-Zen High,” a few hardy DMSFS’ers gathered January 7th at a West Des

Moines park for some sledding fun.

even a little detective work
done through the evening. All
seemed ready to end well
when suddenly more gun fire
rang out, and poor Madam
Meme became a widow.

When | decided | wanted to do
something a little different for
my 45th birthday celebration —
a murder mystery - little did |
imagine that so many of my
friends would be willing to play
along with me. What a
wonderful night. The pictures
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Test your science fiction and fantasy knowledge by filling in the blanks below. To help you out, the
number of letters for the missing word is mentioned in italics. The answers are listed below.

1.“Space, the frontier.” (5 letters)

2.“Let the win.” (6 letters)

3.Heinlein's “Stranger in a Land” (7 letters)
4.Apollo played by Hatch (7 letters)

5.Frodo (7 letters)

6.Episode 4: ANew (4 letters)

7.SHADO: Supreme Headquarters Defense Organization (5 letters)
8.Man From (5 letters)

9.Man From (8 letters)

10.Cardassian outpost Nor (5 letters)

11.The Bureau (6 letters)

12.Seaquest (3 letters)

13.Dragonriders of (4 letters)

14.Stargate SG-1 Headquarters: Mountain Complex (8 letters)
15.The Andromeda (6 letters)

16.Dread Pirate (7 letters)

17.Rod Serling's “Night “ (7 letters)

18.B5 commander Captain _____ Sinclair (7 letters)
19.“Forever “ (6 letters)

20.Galaxy Quest's starship: NSEA (9 letters)
21.The Steel Rat (9 letters)

22 .Hagrid's Dragon: (7 letters)

"

Yes, | *was* very thirsty on
my recent trip to Springfield,
Missouri. This is NOT a
doctored photo! | have
talented friends that
understand forced
perspective.

By Rachelle Hrubetz
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
March 2005
MarsCon 2005, Eagan, MN u
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
TICC DMSFS Mtg.
Rehearsal DC 16 Dept
[MarsCon] Head Mtg.
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
TICC Third
Rehearsal Friday
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
TICC DMSFS
Rehearsal Meeting
Minicon, Lake Street Station, MN ll
27 28 29 30 31
TICC
Rehearsal
[Minicon |
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
- 1 2
April 2005
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
TICC TICC DMSFS
Rehearsal Rehearsal Meeting
illyCon VII, Wayne St College, NE
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Ticc TICC Third
Rehearsal Rehearsal | Friday
Konniption, Columbia, MO
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Ticc TICC DMSFS
Rehearsal Rehearsal | Meeting
Konniption
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Ticc |Costume Con 23, Salt Lake City
Rehearsal I
Cthulhu One, Madison, WI
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Costume Con 23 TICC
Rehearsal :
Cthulhu One 0 Be CONtinued,Schaumberg, IL
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
TICC TICC DMSFS
Rehearsal Rehearsal Meeting -
To Be CONtinued Anime Central 2005, Chicago, IL
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Ticc TICC Third
Rehearsal Rehearsal | Friday
IAnime Central
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
TICC TICC DMS_FS
Rehearsal Rehearsal | _Meeting _
ConQuest 36, Kansas City, MO
29 30 31

DMSFS meetings are held at West Des Moines Community Center 217 5th St.

Birthdays ~
Scott Arnburg é
March 7

Jeannette Roth
March 11

Megan Totusek
March 16

Michael
Anderson
April 6

Jaime Adams
April 15

Megan Harper
April 20

Danielle Roth
April 23

Kelly
Boomgarden
Douglas
April 24

Marshall Willis
May 2

Matthew Tschampl
May 7

Mark Hagerman
May 9

Kaaren Spiesz
May 10

Eric Oppen
May 22

John Roach
May 27

Gene Miller &
Gregg Parmentier
May 30

Wendy Tschampl
June 1

Thomas Cleary
June 19

Lynette Lehman &
Joe Struss
June 20

Eugene C. Hoth
June 21

Anniversaries

o)

Mark Hagerman &
Ann Totusek
March 4, 1999

Bill & Melissa
Gerber
March 24, 1993

Alois & Wendy
Tschampl
April 24, 1998

David Winterton &
Becky Kinnamon
April 30, 1989

Gregg & Myrna
Parmentier
May 15, 1999

Don Prust & Kelly
O'Donoghue
May 24, 1998

Ted Poovey &
Darice
Schirber-Poovey
May 31, 1997

There is parking and a covered entrance at the rear of the building off of 4th St.



The Des Moines Science Fiction Society, LTD.
P.O. Box 7572
Des Moines, |A. 50323

If you need to contact the Des The Des Moines Science Fiction
Moines Science Fiction Society for Society, Ltd.

any reason, including subscription P.O. Box 7572

to this newsletter and submission of Des Moines, IA. 50323
newsletter articles or information,

you may do so via any of the paradoxwrangler@dmsfs.org
following methods: (Subject: For Paradox)
DMSFS meets twice a month at the www.dmsfs.org

West Des Moines Community www.demicon.org

Center 217 5th St. There is parking

and a covered entrance at the rear (515) 830-1305

of the building off of 4th St. The (Voice mail checked daily)
business meeting begins at 6:30pm

and the fun stuff starts at 7:00pm. Around 8:00pm we go out to dinner as a group.
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In the Winter Paradox Dave McLaughlin & Jaime Adams’ newborn was incorrectly listed as Erin Paul
Adams. The correct name is Erin Pauline Adams . Your humble editor apologies for the error.

Diane Dunlap & Al Hohrmann hosted a party at Mustard’s on January 22nd to thank those who helped
with fixing up Paul Clites’ old house and to celebrate selling that house.

Rachelle Hrubetz, Les Roth, & Jon Mohning braved the wind and mild lowa winter weather to participate in
the 28th annual BRR Bike Ride to from Perry to Rippey (and back again) on February 5th.

Mandi Arthur, Joe Struss, & Robert Uy landed parts in the upcoming Des Moines Playhouse production of
“Seussical: The Musical.” Mandi & Joe are Whos and Robert is Mr. Mayor of Whoville.

The Trans-lowa Canal Company will soon start rehearsals for their upcoming ConQuesT 36 performance
in Kansas City over Memorial Day Weekend. Les & Jeanette Roth are also Fan Guests of Honor at
ConQuesT. Look for ConQuesT 36 pictures and highlights in a future issue of PARADOX.

Contributors To This Issue:  Sallie Abba, Mandi Arthur, Mary K. Wilson, Rachelle Hrubetz, Sarah
Macht, Laurre Bremen, Andy Wheeler, Susan Stewart. Photographs by Max Rauer and Bryan
Andersen. Editorial assistance by Diane Dunlap. Edited by Jon Mohning.

Thank you one and all!

Deadline for Summer 2005 Paradox submissions: May 1 3th, 2005 Articles, reviews, photos, etc.,
can be e-mailed to paradoxwrangler@dmsfs.org or to the DMSFS mailing address mentioned above.



