
����������	
�������	
�������	����	

DMSFS would like the DemiCon Community know that Bill Gerber, long 
time DSMFS member and attendee of DemiCon, passed away August 22, 
2011 from a heart attack in his home town of Ames, Iowa.  
 
We extend our deepest sympathy to Bill’s family and friends. 
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According to the DMSFS by-laws, nominations for 
DMSFS club offices will take place at the September 9th 
& 23rd DMSFS meetings with elections taking place at 
the September 23rd meeting.  The offices up for election 
are: president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, and 
property manager.  DMSFS members may nominate 
themselves or other (cooperative) members.   
 
Here is your chance to contribute to the continued 
success of DMSFS! 
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SACC Attack (aka the Semi-Annual  
Constitutional Convention held by the  
Des Moines Science Fiction Society) is 
slated for September 2, 3 4, & 5, 2011. 
Opening Friday evening (post-work for 
most of us) and continuing until Monday  
evening, various forms of wildlife and wild 
life will be featured for those brave 
enough to join us. 
 
More information about SACC Attack can 
be found on the web at www.dmsfs.org or 
in the Summer 2011 issue of the Paradox 
Newsletter. 
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We wish to invite all those interested to the DemiCon 23 first Department Head Meeting. This meeting is not only for  
Department Heads, but also other individuals that are interested in learning more about certain areas of DemiCon and 
want to help out.  
 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, September 17th, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m., to be held at Capitol Hill Christian Church, at 3322 
E. 25th St. in Des Moines.  (It is off Interstate 235 at E. Euclid Ave, heading east on E. Euclid and turn right (south) on E 
25th Street. It will be to your right or west side.)   
 
Margaret Blakesley Blom has graciously offered her church for a meeting place.  It is very easy to find and has a nice 
space for us to use.  Thank you, Margaret!    
 
As a thank you to the church - we thought it would be nice to bring one can of food by each attendee for their food pantry 
donation.  Now, this is if you have the finances to do so. We understand times are tough, hence the food donation, but 
please do not feel that you can not come and join us if you can't donate.   
 
Please join us anyway to make DemiCon wonderful! 
 
ConCon 23: Amanda Arthur-Struss, Jon Mohning, Susan Stewart 
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The entertainment portion of the 
August 26th DMSFS was a simple 
and fun idea.  You had a Post-It 
Note and a marker pen and you 
had to come up with a costume.   
 
The costume ideas that DMSFS 
members came up with were cre-
ative and sometimes tough to 
guess. It was a fun time and  
everyone agreed the Post-It Note 
Cosplay would make a great 
DemiCon panel. 
 
Thanks for Chris “Sparky”  
Verlo for the idea! 
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The Trans-Iowa Canal Company acting troupe once again 
departed from the usual repertoire of theatrical science fiction 
satire and comedy and returned to short movie-making. 
 
TICC participated in the Des Moines 48 Hour Film Project 
over the July 29th weekend.  The goal was to create, shoot, 
musically score, and edit a 5-7 minute short movie within 48 
hours. In addition, all participating film crews had to use the 
character of teacher Kelly or Kellie McBride, use a marshmal-
low as a prop, and use the line “Open the Door.”  The TICC 
crew drew dark comedy as their category. 
 
TICC completed their film within the 48-hour deadline.  While 
TICC’s entry, “Karma,” did not win any awards, almost every-
body involved with the TICC effort had a good time making 
another movie and are looking forward to doing it again next 
year. 
 
“Karma” can be viewed on YouTube at:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PkPZpNeI2jc 
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Some days I am such a Star Trek Fanboy. 
 
Shortly after the Apple iPad was announced, there were several blog postings and articles about how the iPad resem-
bled a PADD, a prop used in several Star Trek television series and movies. PADD stands for Portable Access and Dis-
play Device. The PADD was used mostly as an e-reader and computer access device, which are also things an Apple 
iPad can do with the right apps.  In fact, according to the authors of the Star Trek: The Next Generation Technical Manu-
al, a properly configured PADD could access a starship's flight controls and actually fly a starship.  
 
There were several Star Trek-themed iPad apps 
released by and for Star Trek fans. The most re-
cent app was called Star Trek PADD for iPad. 
This app was basically an electronic Star Trek 
encyclopedia, containing information from the 
Star Trek television series (including the animat-
ed Star Trek) and movies. The app displayed the 
information using the TV prop PADD's interface, 
along with various control beep and click effects 
from the shows and movies.  
 
The PADD app is a fun way to look up all sorts of 
Star Trek information, including cast and crew 
details, episode listings, character biographies, 
and technical details about ship and gadgets. 
The app, however, has an "unfinished" feel to it. 
Several of the entries for various things, such as 
"Tricorder," do not have picture. Also, the app is 
constantly playing Star Trek sound effects, even 
when the app is open but not being actively used. 
A mute option would be nice to quiet the app down sometimes.  
 
At $4.99 the PADD app is inexpensive entertainment, and I did download and install it. While it is fun to look up Star Trek 
information via a virtual Star Trek interface, the PADD app won't totally replace my collection of Star Trek reference 
books. I'm one of those old-fashioned types that still enjoys the feel of a paper-based book in my hands.  

 
I also have another Star Trek-themed iPad app called LCARS 
Clock. This is a clock and alarm app that displays its information in 
the Star Trek: Next Generation and Deep Space Nine and Voyager 
control panel interface style. If you push a button in the app a Star 

Trek-like computer voice will announce the time.  
Star Trek fans have also created several Star 
Trek-themed apps for the Apple iPhone and 
iPod Touch, and my wife and I have downloaded 
a few of those apps, including a virtual Tricorder 
app, a communicator-effects app, and a Klingon 
language translator. You can see these and 
more Star Trek apps by doing a Star Trek search in Apple's iTunes App Store. I'm sure Star Trek fans have also created 
apps for the Google Android app platform as well.  
 
By Jon K Mohning 



���
����
��������

���

�

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     

 

 
 

1 

2 
 

3 4 5 6 
 

7 

DMSFS 
Meeting  

8 

9 
 

10 11 12 13 
 

14 
 

15 

16 
 

17 18 19 20 
 

21 
DMSFS 
Meeting  

22 

23 
 
30 

24 
 
31 

25 26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 

 
2 
SACC  

3 
SACC 

4 
SACC 
 

5 
SACC 
 

6 7 8 
 

9 
DMSFS 
Meeting  
 

10 

11 
 
 

12 13 14 15 
 

16 
 

17 
Beaverdale  
Parade &  
DemiCon 23 DH  
Meeting 

18 
 

19 
 

20 21 22 
 

23 
DMSFS 
Meeting 

24 

25 26 27 28 29 
 

30 
 

 

�
5�
�6
��-.//�

'���6
��-.//�

ICON 36 

ICON 36 
Cedar Rapids Marriott 

 Cedar Rapids, IA  
www.iowa-icon.com 

Birthdays 
�
September 7 
Dan Gardner 
 
September 8 
Jeremy Bement 
 
September 12 
Jesscera  
Barron-Miller 
 
September 19 
Andrew  
& Arthur Cleary 
 
September 29 
Gabrielle Roach 
 
September 29 
Rowan  
Louise Poovey 
 
October 4 
Diane Dunlap 
& Rodney Ruff 
 
October 6 
Mandi Arthur-Struss 
 
October 7 
Kat Barron-Miller 
 
October 12 
Wendy Arnburg 
 
October 21 
Nancy  
Wirsig McClure 
 
November 17 
Brian Weigel 
 
November 19 
Mary K. Webster 
 
November 21 
Scott Koslow 
 
November 23 
Rachelle Hrubetz 
 
November 24 
Lyndsey Griffey 
 

Conjecture 2 
Crown Plaza Hotel 
Bloomington, MN 

http://www.mnstf.org/conjecture/ 

Conjecture 2  
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DMSFS meetings are held at the West Des Moines Comm unity Center 217 5th St.  
There is parking and a covered entrance at the rear of the building off of 4th St.  
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· DMSFS Games Night pictures.�
· DemiCon 21 Instant Filk “Pirates Just Want to Have Rum.”�
· Announcement of Tammy & Jon Mohning’s WorldCon vacation to Australia & New Zealand.�
�
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· DemiCon 17 Wrap-up news and notes, including an excerpt from Artist Guest of Honor Janet Chui’s  
           wonderful DemiCon 17 experiences, DemiCon 17 Instant Filk “Ode to Porthos”, and a DemiCon 17 
            Blood Drive summary by Sheril Harper. 
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Capricon XXXII: Feb 9-12, 2012 at the Westin Chicago North Shore, Wheeling, IL. 
Marscon 2012: March 9-11, 2012 at the Crown Plaza Hotel & Suites, Bloomington, MN. 
Minicon 47:  April 6-8, 2012, at the Sheraton Bloomington Hotel, Minneapolis South, Bloomington, MN . 
Willycon XIV: April  20-22, 2011 at Wayne State College in Wayne, NE.  
DemiCon 23: May 4-6, 2012 at the Holiday Inn Northw est, Des Moines, IA. 
CONvergence 2012: July 5-8, 2012 at the Double Tree Hotel, Bloomington, MN. 
Chicon 7:  The 70th World Science Fiction Convention at the Hyatt Regency Chicago, Chicago, IL  

WindyCon 38 
Westin Lombard Yorktown 

Center Lombard, IL  
www.windycon.org/windy37 

WindyCon 38 

Anniversaries 
�
Sept 1, 1990 
Tammy & Jon 
Mohning 
 
Sept 17, 1994 
Brian Weigel  
& Susan Stewart 
 
Nov 10, 1979 
Greg & Sallie 
Abba 
 
Nov 21, 1983 
Bob & Sheril Har-
per 
 
Nov 23, 1996 
Scott  & Wendy 
Arnburg 



The Des Moines Science Fiction Society, LTD. 
P.O. Box 7572 
Des Moines, IA. 50323 

If you need to contact the Des 
Moines Science Fiction Society for 
any reason, including subscription  
to this newsletter and submission of 
newsletter articles or information,  
you may do so via any of the  
following methods: 
 
DMSFS meets twice a month at the 
West Des Moines Community  
Center 217 5th St.  There is parking 
and a covered entrance at the rear  
of the building off of 4th St.  The  
business meeting begins at 6:30pm 
and the fun stuff starts at 7:00pm.  
Around 8:00pm we go out to dinner 
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By US Mail:� The Des Moines Science Fiction  
   Society, Ltd. 
   P.O. Box 7572 
   Des Moines, IA. 50323 
 
By E-mail: � paradox@dmsfs.org 
   (Subject: For Paradox) 
 
By Web:  www.dmsfs.org 
   www.demicon.org 
   www.facebook.com/dmsfs 
 
Twitter:   DMSciFi 

 Contributors To This Issue:  Amanda Arthur-Struss, Jon Mohning 
 Photographs by:  Jon Mohning. 
 Editorial Assistance by Diane Dunlap.  Edited by Jon Mohning. 
 
Thank you one and all! 
 
Deadline for Winter Paradox submissions: November 1 1th, 2011.  Articles, reviews, photos, etc., can be e-mailed to  
paradox@dmsfs.org or sent to the DMSFS mailing address mentioned above. 


