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· The (Continuing) Amazing  Adventures of Nigel and   
             Bridgette article by Mandi Arthur-Struss 
 
· Book Review by Chris Johnson 
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According to the DMSFS by-laws (read it for yourself at http://www.dmsfs.org/
bylaws.html), nominations for DMSFS club offices will take place at the September 
11th & 25th DMSFS meetings, with elections taking place at the September 25th 
meeting.  The offices up for election are: president, vice-president, secretary,  
treasurer, and property manager.  DMSFS members may nominate themselves or 
other (cooperative) members.   
 
Here is your chance to contribute to the continued success of DMSFS! 

Toad Hall residents Susan Stewart and Brian 
Weigel are once again opening their home and 
acreage for another edition of the Semi-Annual 
Constitutional Convention (SACC).  The  
Summer 2009 edition of this weekend-long  
gathering begins Friday, September 4th and 
continues until Brian and Susan throw  
everybody out sometime Monday, September 
7th (Labor Day). 
 
More information and rules and such about 
SACC can be found at the DMSFS website: 
www.dmsfs.org or the DMSFS MySpace page 
at: www.myspace.com/dmsfs or the Summer 
2009 issue of the Paradox. 
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You may remember Nigel & Bridgette from their visit to DemiCon 20 this last spring. We were given 
the pleasure of a script read through from this local acting group.  There was much laughter as they 
regaled us with one of their "Amazing Adventures." Well, they are not done! Get ready for 3 all new 
Adventures at this year's September performances, featuring, of course, Nigel & Bridgette, Simon, 
Sara, and a plethora of new friends! This year's episodes are Bigger, Better and more Britastic 
and TICC/DMSFS is getting in the act. 
   
This wonderful group of actors pay 
homage to the British Science Fiction 
show genre with a mixture of Monty 
Python, Have You Been Served?, Dr. 
Who, Red Dwarf and a sprinkle of Star 
Trek, Prisoners, an Elvis sighting and 
of course pirates!  Hey - everything is 
better with pirates!  But, you may ask, 
how are we involved?  Before the per-
formance of The (Continuing) Amaz-
ing Adventures of Nigel and Bridgette, 
to entertain the audience, the actors 
play a mockumentary they will be film-
ing.  They have asked us to be part of 
this film.    At the end of August a cos-
tumed group of adventurers will be at 
Holiday Inn Merle Hay Hotel to pro-
mote DemiCon in the way only a 
mockumentary can!   After a two hour 
shoot of us being ... well us, in all sorts of costumes, getting to yell "ONE RING!"  over and over in 
front of a huge DemiCon poster... our part in in the movie will be done.     
 
Then it is on to the show. This "Amazing" production is part of Theater...for a Change and can be 
seen at Grandview College at the Viking Theatre.  
 
Show Dates for The (Continuing) Amazing Adventures of Nigel and Bridgette are on Fridays, Satur-
days and Sundays - September, 18, 19, 20, 25, 26 & 27. Friday and Saturday performances start at 
7:30 p.m. and Sunday performances at 2:00 p.m. Cost is  $12 for general admission and $10 for  
seniors and students. Special One-Night Only “Tuesday Theatre Mania” on T uesday, September 
22 at 7:30pm (special ticket pricing of $5 per pers on)  You can buy tickets at the door or from io-
watix.com.  Great cost for a even more fabulous time!  But you need to show up 20 minutes before 
the show time to see the mockumentary and us!  So don't miss out!    
 
If you want more information go to Facebook at www.facebook.com/group.php?
gid=125556765016&ref=ts, look up The Amazing Adventures of Nigel and Bridgette or talk to Mandi 
Arthur-Struss! 
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Welcome to the House of Night, the Vampyre Finishin g School.  
 
In a departure from her usual erotic fantasy, P.C. Cast joins with her daughter Kristin to create a new and unique world 
of vampyres, starting in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

 
Vampyres are not created by the clichéd exchange of blood, they are the result of 
the mysterious reactivation of junk DNA strands.  In Marked, the first of five (so far) 
books in the “House of Night” series, we are introduced to Zoey Montgomery, a 
student at Broken Arrow South Intermediate High School, whose greatest concern 
is the geometry test tomorrow and her almost-ex-boyfriend, Heath. That is until 
she is Marked by the vampyre Tracker one day after school and becomes a vam-
pyre fledgling.  
 
Zoey must enter the Tulsa House of Night, to be surrounded by adult vampyres 
who have completed the Change, or she will not survive. She will sicken and die, 
drowning in her own blood. Of course, there is no guarantee that she will survive 
the Change even then. Zoey’s mother has remarried an Elder of the People of 
Faith, the almost obligatory stereotypical narrow-minded Christian sect. When her 
‘step-loser’ discovers that she has been Marked, he tries locking Zoey in her room 
while summoning a group of other Elders to pray the sinfulness out of her. Zoey 
runs away to her Cherokee grandmother’s lavender farm for love and support. 
Once at the farm, in her dizziness and semi-delirium, she falls and hits her head. 
Zoey is then granted a divine visitation from Nyx, the Goddess of the vampyres, 
the personification of Night. Nyx explains that Zoey is to be special, chosen of Nyx 
to be her eyes, ears and hands in the world to shape the changes that are coming.  

 
Zoey’s grandmother, Sylvia Redbird, takes Zoey to the Tulsa House of Night, where Zoey meets Neferet, the High 
Priestess and Headmistress. Zoey’s Mark has gone from the usual fledgling crescent outline to the filled in sapphire blue 
crescent of an adult vamp. Neferet becomes Zoey’s mentor and introduces Zoey to her new lifestyle and school. Zoey 
quickly bonds with her new roommate Stevie Rae, and her friends. She also meets Aphrodite, an arrogant Barbie-clone 
who is the current head of the Dark Daughters and Sons, and High Priestess in training. Zoey discovers that Aphrodite is 
doing things a Priestess of Nyx should not. In setting out to begin some of the changes Nyx is guiding her to, Zoey dis-
covers new powers within herself and her friends.  
 
She doesn’t have to worry about geometry anymore, just the fate of the world and the future of the vampyres within it. 
What more could a teenage girl hope for? 
  
By Chris Johnson 

�+�

 DemiCon 21  
May 14th-16th, 2010 

   Holiday Inn Hotels & Suites,   
    Des Moines, Iowa  

  Author Guest of Honor:  Karl Schroeder 
  Artist Guest of Honor:  Don Maitz 
     Also Featuring: Janny Wurtz 
  Fan Guest of Honor:  Gregg Parmentier     
  Toastmaster Emeritus:  Rusty Hevelin      
  Toastmaster: Tadao Tomomatsu 
       ConCom: Al Hohrmann, Nicki Reed,  
              Andy Wheeler 
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Arcana 39 
Best Western Hotel - Bandana 

Square, St. Paul, MN 
http://arcanacon.com 

Archon 33 
Collinsville, IL Gateway Center 

Collinsville, IL 
www.archonstl.org/33/index 

ICON 34 
Cedar Rapids Marriott 

Cedar Rapids, IA  
www.iowa-icon.com 

Arcana 39 

Summer SACC 

Archon 33 

ICON 34 

Birthdays  
�
September 7 
Dan Gardner 
 
September 8 
Jeremy Bement 
 
September 12 
Jesscera  
Barron-Miller 
 
September 19 
Andrew  
& Arthur Cleary 
 
September 29 
Gabrielle Roach 
 
September 29 
Rowan  
Louise Poovey 
 
October 4 
Diane Dunlap 
& Rodney Ruff 
 
October 6 
Mandi Arthur-Struss 
 
October 7 
Kat Barron-Miller 
 
October 12 
Wendy Arnburg 
 
October 21 
Nancy  
Wirsig McClure 
 
November 17 
Brian Weigel 
 
November 19 
Mary K. Webster 
 
November 21 
Scott Koslow 
 
November 23 
Rachelle Hrubetz 
 
November 24 
Lyndsey Griffey 
 

Summer SACC 
Toad Hall 
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DMSFS meetings are held at the West Des Moines Comm unity Center 217 5th St.  
There is parking and a covered entrance at the rear of the building off of 4th St.  
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· Pictures and article from Tammy & Jon’s Denvention 3 Worldcon trip. 
· DemiCon 19 Tequila Panel recipes. 
· ConBoom! 08 report from Brian Weigel.  
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· Announcement of the DMSFS Logo Contest. 
· Results of the DMSFS-sponsored Iowa State Fair Cooking Contest “Food To Tame A Dragon.” 
· DemiCon XV pictures. 
· “What I Did On My Summer Vacation” article by Sallie Abba. 
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SuperCon 17: Feb. 5th-7th, 2010 at the Brentwood Courtyard Suites in Rochester, Minnesota 
MiniCon 45: April 2nd - 4th, 2010 at the Sheraton Bloomington Hotel in Bloomington, Minnesota. 
Costume Con 28: May 7th - 10th, 2010 at the Hilton Milwaukee City Center, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  
DemiCon 21: May 14th - 16th, 2010 at the Holiday In n NW, Des Moines, Iowa. 
ReConstruction - The 10th Occasional North American Science Fiction Convention (NASFIC) 
           August 5th-8th, 2010 at the Raleigh Convention Center, Raleigh, North Carolina 
AussieCon 4 - The 69 th World Science Fiction Convention : September 2nd -  6th, 2010 at  
           The Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre, Melbourne, Australia. 

WindyCon 36 
Westin Lombard Yorktown 

Center Lombard, IL  
www.windycon.org/windy35 

Contraception 21 

WindyCon 36 

Contraception 21 
Hilton Garden Inn,  
Kansas City, MO  
www.contrakc.com 

Anniversaries  
�
Sept 1, 1990 
Tammy & Jon 
Mohning 
 
Sept 17, 1994 
Brian Weigel  
& Susan Stewart 
 
Nov 10, 1979 
Greg & Sallie 
Abba 
 
Nov 21, 1983 
Bob & Sheril 
Harper 
 
Nov 23, 1996 
Scott  & Wendy 
Arnburg 



The Des Moines Science Fiction Society, LTD. 
P.O. Box 7572 
Des Moines, IA. 50323 

If you need to contact the Des 
Moines Science Fiction Society for 
any reason, including subscription  
to this newsletter and submission of 
newsletter articles or information,  
you may do so via any of the  
following methods: 
 
DMSFS meets twice a month at the 
West Des Moines Community  
Center 217 5th St.  There is parking 
and a covered entrance at the rear  
of the building off of 4th St.  The  
business meeting begins at 6:30pm 
and the fun stuff starts at 7:00pm.  
Around 8:00pm we go out to dinner as a group. 
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By US Mail:� The Des Moines Science Fiction  
   Society, Ltd. 
   P.O. Box 7572 
   Des Moines, IA. 50323 
 
By E-mail: � paradoxwrangler@dmsfs.org 
   (Subject: For Paradox) 
 
By Website: www.dmsfs.org 
   www.demicon.org  
 
By Phone:�� (515) 830-1305 
   (Voice mail checked daily)  

 Contributors To This Issue:  Mandi Arthur-Struss, Chris Johnson 
                                                        
 Editorial Assistance by Diane Dunlap.  Edited by Jon Mohning. 
 
Thank you one and all! 
 
Deadline for Winter 2009-2010 Paradox submissions: November 13, 2009.  Articles, reviews, photos, etc., can be e-mailed to  
paradoxwrangler@dmsfs.org or sent to the DMSFS mailing address mentioned above. 


