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According to the DMSFS by-laws (read it for yourself at http://www.dmsfs.org/bylaws.html), 
nominations for DMSFS club offices will take place at the September 12th & 26th DMSFS meetings, 
with elections taking place at the September 26th meeting.  The offices up for election are:  
president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, and property manager.  DMSFS members may  
nominate themselves or other (cooperative) members.   
 
Here is your chance to contribute to the continued success of DMSFS! 
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Toad Hall residents Susan Stewart and Brian Weigal are once again opening their home and acre-
age for another edition of the Semi-Annual Constitutional Convention (SACC).  The Summer 2008 
edition of this weekend-long gathering begins Friday, August 29th and continues until Brian and 
Susan throw everybody out sometime Monday, September 1st (Labor Day). 
 
More information and rules and such about SACC can be found at the DMSFS website: 
www.dmsfs.org or the DMSFS MySpace page at: www.myspace.com/dmsfs or the Summer 2008 
issue of the Paradox. 
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“Uncle Bill MacGriffey” wants you to join him for another round of Scottish highlander 
games and fun ay this year’s SACC.   
 
Bill plans on having events on Saturday August 30th and Sunday August 31st.  Saturday’s 
contests will feature individual competition in kaber toss, hammer throw, weight toss,  
archery, and sword combat.  Sunday’s contests will feature team competitions in kaber, 
toss, hammer throw, weight toss, archery, and sword combat.  There will be both men’s 
and women’s events this year. 
 
While Bill would really like to see contestants and spectators wear kilts at SACC, the   
traditional Scottish garment is optional. 
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Tammy & Jon Mohning spent several wonderful days in Denver, 
Colorado while attending the Denvention 3 WorldCon.  While Jon 
attended various Denvention 3 panels and discussions, Tammy 
spend most of her time in the Filk programming areas.   
 
Tammy & Jon also attended the Denvention 3 Masquerade and saw 
several masquerade entries that just might show up at Archon’s  
masquerade show in a couple months. 
 
At the request of Inger “Cookie Imp and DemCon 19 Fan GoH” 
Myers, Jon volunteered a few hours of time in the Denvention 3 Con 
Suite.  Jon learned it was possible to hard-boil eggs in a coffee pot 
as the Con Suite staff was making deviled eggs for the evening. 
 
Tammy & Jon bookended the Denvention 3 convention with some 
sight-seeing in the Rocky Mountains. 
 
Tammy & Jon have posted some of their pictures on Jon’s Flickr site 
at: http://www.flickr.com/photos/jonkmohning/sets  Jon also blogged 
about the Denvention 3 trip on his MySpace page:  
http://www.myspace.com/jkmohning 
 
Tammy & Jon have pre-registered for the AussieCon 4 WorldCon in 
Melbourne, Australia in 2010 and have also pre-supported Seattle, 
Washington’s bid for the 2011 WorldCon. 

Denvention 3 Artist Guest of Honor Rick Sternbach shows 
slides from his time with the Star Trek television series. 

Contents of Denvention 3 
goodie bag. 

A very familiar face in the 
Denvention 3 Fan Gallery. 

Costumes on parade around Denvention 3 

Model-maker Sean Sides and his replica of the 
Battlestar Galactia filming model. 

Tammy takes a picture in Rocky 
Mountain National Park. 

Jon rests and recovers by an 
altitude-indicating trail sign. 
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Ambassador Londo 
 
2 oz tequila 
2-4 oz orange juice 
Dash of syrup (or sugar) 
 
Build in glass with ice. Garnish with orange 
slice. 
 
 
Border Crossing 
 
1 ½ oz tequila 
2 tsp lime juice 
1 tsp lemon juice 
4 oz cola 
 
Build in tall ice filled glass.  Garnish with lime. 
 
 
Fruits of the Desert 
 
1 ½ oz tequila 
½ oz triple sec 
2 oz grapefruit juice 
1 tsp sugar 
 
Shake and pour into ice filled glass.  Garnish 
with cherry. 
 
 
Wild Thing 
 
1 ½ oz tequila 
½ oz lime juice 
1oz cranberry juice 
2 oz club soda or lemon lime soda 
1 tsp sugar 
 
Build in ice filled glass. Garnish with cherry. 

Chapala 
 
4 parts Gold Tequila (2 oz) 
1 part Triple Sec (1/2 oz) 
4 parts fresh orange juice (2 oz) 
2 parts fresh lime juice (1 oz) 
1 part grenadine (1/2 0z) 
 
Combine all ingredients in a cocktail shaker 
and shake well.  Pour into a chilled highball 
glass half-filled with cracked ice and stir. 
 
 
Frozen Matador 
 
4 parts Gold Tequila (2 oz) 
4 parts pineapple juice (2 oz) 
1 part fresh lime juice (1/2 oz) 
Lime slice 
 
Combine all ingredients, except lime slice, 
with one half cup of cracked ice in blender. 
Blend until smooth.  Garnish with lime slice. 
 
 
Grapeshot 
 
4 parts Gold Tequila (2 oz) 
1 part white Curacao (1 oz) 
3 parts white grape juice (1 ½ oz) 
 
Combine all ingredients with cracked ice in a 
cocktail shaker.  Shake well and strain into 
chilled cocktail glass. 
 
 
Matador 
 
4 parts Gold Tequila (2 oz) 
1 part Triple Sec (1/2 oz) 
6 parts pineapple juice (3 oz) 
2 parts fresh lime juice (1 oz) 
 
Combine all ingredients with cracked ice in a 
cocktail shaker.  Shake well and strain into 
chilled sour glass. 

DemiCon 19 Mixologists Sallie Abba, Diane 
Dunlap, and Susan Leabhart conducted a tequila 
drink mixing and tasting panel in the DemiCon 19 
Con Suite.   
 
Here are just a few of their tasty concoctions.  
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In the first Con-Boom there was a mix of experienced shooters 
and not so experienced participants. They gathered in the  
Izaak Walton park in Ames for the event. The sun shining and 
 a cool breeze made it comfortable to shoot. Not only that, the 
weather had no effect on  trajectory!!! Always a good 
thing!!!  :o) 
 
During our warm up it was also fun to see Jim take his first  
shot with a high powered rifle. I hope his heart rate has gone  
back down now! 

 
First place went to Mike Anderson.  Congrats Mike, nice  
shooting. 
. 
We started between 8 and 8:30 am. We shot until our arms 
said stop, or Mark’s stomach growled whichever came first. 
Upon which we retired to Perkins, where we decided it was 
much fun and we must do this again!!!! 
 
Story and Photos by Brian Weigel 

Cacao trees are classified as Theobroma cacao . (Food of the gods) Aztec Indian legend said that cacao seeds were 
brought from Paradise and that wisdom and power was gained from eating them 
.  
A perennial that yields several harvests annually, it was first cultivated in South America, introduced into Europe during 
the 16th century and today grown chiefly in western Africa. The average cacao tree is about 20 feet high, has shiny 
leaves as long as 12 inches and small pink flowers on the trunk and older branches. Only about 30 of the 6000 annual 
blossoms eventually bear seeds. Commonly called cocoa beans, the seeds are surrounded by a yellow or reddish-
brown pod up to 12 inches long. The seed pods grow directly off the branches and the trunk. Each pod holds 30-50 
seeds –enough to make 7 milk chocolate or 2 dark chocolate bars. 
 
The processing of the cacao seeds, better known as cocoa beans, is quite complex. The seeds are not sweet. They 
contain caffeine and theobromine making them bitter to the taste. Fermenting the fruit harvest takes 3 to 9 days, during 
which the heat dries the seeds and turns them brown. The enzymes activated by fermentation bring out the chocolate 
flavor. The beans are then dried in the sun and cleaned in special machines before they are roasted. Roasting loosens 
the outer shell which separates the cocoa bean shell from its center or "nib". The nib is the source of the cocoa and 
chocolate products. The nibs are milled, a grinding process that transforms them into an unsweetened chocolate 
"liquor". The liquor contains 50-55% cocoa butter and is the basis of chocolate products. Cocoa butter is produced by 
extracting it from the chocolate liquor. The remains are a solid mass called "press cake". Cocoa powder is made by pul-
verizing the press cake.  
 
Cocoa has a high food value, containing as much as 20% protein, 40% carbohydrate, and 40% fat. Having a high pro-
portion of fat in the bean kernels (cocoa butter) makes it a useful product to use in medications, cosmetics and soaps. 
The beans are sold in international markets. African countries harvest about two-thirds of the total world output; Most of 
the remainder comes from South American countries, mainly Brazil and Ecuador. Annual world consumption of cocoa 
beans averages approx. 600,000 tons. Americans spend $13 billion a year on chocolate. They average eating 12 
pounds per person per year 
 
By Sarah Macht 
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  May 1st - 3rd, 2009 
   Hotel Fort Des Moines,   

    Des Moines, Iowa  
    Artist Guest of Honor: Sara Butcher 
    Fan Guest of Honor:  Roger Tener     
    Writer Guest of Honor:  TBA 
    Toastmaster Emeritus:  Rusty Hevelin 
    Toastmaster: Tadao Tomomatsu 
    ConCom: Greg Abba,  
          Mark Hagerman, Jeannette Roth 
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Arcana 38 
Best Western Hotel - Bandana 

Square, St. Paul, MN 
http://pages.prodigy.net/rekal/index.html 

Archon 32 
Collinsville, IL Gateway Center 

Collinsville, IL 
www.archonstl.org/32/index 

ICON 33 
Coralville, IA  

 
www.iowa-icon.com 

Arcana 38 

Summer SACC 

Archon 32 

Birthdays  
�
September 7 
Dan Gardner 
 
September 8 
Jeremy Bement 
 
September 12 
Jesscera  
Barron-Miller 
 
September 19 
Andrew  
& Arthur Cleary 
 
September 28 
Ruth Sheller 
 
September 29 
Gabrielle Roach 
 
September 29 
Rowan  
Louise Poovey 
 
October 4 
Diane Dunlap 
& Rodney Ruff 
 
October 6 
Mandi Arthur 
 
October 7 
Kat Barron-Miller 
 
October 12 
Wendy Arnburg 
 
October 16 
Mike Svien 
 
October 21 
Nancy  
Wirsig McClure 
 
October 26 
Johnathon  
Dixson 
 
November 17 
Brian Weigel 
 
November 19 
Mary K. Webster 
 
November 21 
Scott Koslow 
 
November 23 
Rachelle Hrubetz 
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DMSFS meetings are held at the West Des Moines Comm unity Center 217 5th St.  
There is parking and a covered entrance at the rear of the building off of 4th St.  
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· Pictures and highlights from Archon/TuckerCon/NASFIC, featuring the award-winning “Save the  
              Penguins, Save the World” masquerade entry. 
· Rose Field’s article on Harry Potter literature. 
· A report from AnimeIowa by Sheril Harper. 
· More DemiCon 18 pictures. 
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· DemiCon-A-Fan-A-Listic-XV news 
· Results from the DMSFS-sponsored “Food to Tame a Dragon” cooking contest at the Iowa State Fair. 
· Community Theater vs TICC article by Jon Mohning 
· Salute to Paul Clites, which included reprinting his infamous “Hotel Sarajevo” filk. 
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SuperCon 16: Feb. 6th-8th, 2009 at the Brentwood Courtyard Suites in Rochester, MN  
MiniCon 44: April 10th-12th, 2009 at the Sheraton Bloomington Hotel in Bloomington, Minnesota.  
DemiCon 20: May 1st - 3rd, 2009 at the Hotel Fort Des Moines, Des Moines, Iowa 
Anticipation - The 67 th World Science Fiction Convention : August 6th - 10th, 2009 at Palais des congrès 
        de Montréal, Montréal, QB, Canada 

WindyCon 35 
Westin Lombard Yorktown 

Center Lombard, IL  
www.windycon.org/windy35 

OmegaCon 

WindyCon 35 

ICON 33  

ICON 33  

OmegaCon 
Lodge at Crooked Lake, 

Siren, WI 
www.omegacon.org 

Anniversaries  
�
Sept 1, 1990 
Tammy & Jon 
Mohning 
 
Sept 17, 1994 
Brian Weigel  
& Susan Stewart 
 
Nov 10, 1979 
Greg & Sallie 
Abba 
 
Nov 21, 1983 
Bob & Sheril 
Harper 
 
Nov 23, 1996 
Scott  & Wendy 
Arnburg 



The Des Moines Science Fiction Society, LTD. 
P.O. Box 7572 
Des Moines, IA. 50323 

If you need to contact the Des 
Moines Science Fiction Society for 
any reason, including subscription  
to this newsletter and submission of 
newsletter articles or information,  
you may do so via any of the  
following methods: 
 
DMSFS meets twice a month at the 
West Des Moines Community  
Center 217 5th St.  There is parking 
and a covered entrance at the rear  
of the building off of 4th St.  The  
business meeting begins at 6:30pm 
and the fun stuff starts at 7:00pm.  
Around 8:00pm we go out to dinner as a group. 

'�:������� 	�;���
By US Mail:� The Des Moines Science Fiction  
   Society, Ltd. 
   P.O. Box 7572 
   Des Moines, IA. 50323 
 
By E-mail: � paradoxwrangler@dmsfs.org 
   (Subject: For Paradox) 
 
By Website: www.dmsfs.org 
   www.demicon.org  
 
By Phone:�� (515) 830-1305 
   (Voice mail checked daily)  

 Contributors To This Issue:  Sallie Abba, Susan Leabhart, Sarah Macht, Brian Weigel. 
                                                        
 Photographs by:  Rachelle Hrubetz, Brian Weigel, Tammy Mohning, Jon Mohning. 
 Editorial Assistance by Diane Dunlap.  Edited by Jon Mohning. 
 
Thank you one and all! 
 
Deadline for Winter 2008 Paradox submissions: Novem ber 14, 2008.  Articles, reviews, photos, etc., can be e-mailed to  
paradoxwrangler@dmsfs.org or sent to the DMSFS mailing address mentioned above. 


