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The Dragon was Satisfied 
 
Nine cooking entrants submitted their food and stories for the “Food to Tame a Dragon” contest  
August 20th at the Iowa State Fair.  Emcee Alan Koslow and Sallie Abba read the stories while the judges sampled and 
graded the food.  Members of the Third Friday improvisational comedy group also provided entertainment featuring 
members of the cooking contest audience. 
 
The winners and the prizes they received were: 
· Marra Burr won First Place and received $50.00 plus a membership to DemiCon 17 
· Judy Jordan took Second Place and received $25.00 plus a membership to DemiCon 17 
· Elaine Cummings won Third Place and received $10.00 plus a membership to DemiCon 17 
 
Thank you to all the entrants for the variety of food and the creativeness of the short stories you wrote! 
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Members of the Third Friday improv comedy group and a rather 
hungry dragon wait to entertain the cooking contest audience. 

Contest emcee Alan Koslow reads an entrant’s story while the judges 
sample the food. 

The dragon enjoys posing for pictures as much as he does eating. 

Contest winner Marra Burr poses with the 
newest fan of her cooking. 



Writer Guest of Honor: Brad Linaweaver 
Artist Guest of Honor: Mike Cole 
Fan Guests of Honor: Sheila Lenkman & Scott Corwin 
Toastmaster Emeritus: Rusty Hevelin 
Toastmaster & Designated Comedy Relief: Tadao Tomomatsu 
Ghost of Honor: Douglas Adams 
 
DemiCon 16 ConCom: Sallie Abba, Bo3b Harper, Alan Koslow 
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Don’t forget the summer edition of the Semi-Annual Constitutional Convention (SACC) will be  
September 3rd - 5th 2005 at the home of Susan Stewart and Brian Weigel.  More Information about 
SACC can be found in the Summer 2005 issue of the Paradox or you may go online to: 
http://www.dmsfs.org/dmsfslatenews.html 

Another fun and exciting DemiCon has been written to the  
history books.  Relive those special memories with the following 
pictures and look on page 3 for a recap of the DemiCon 16 
Blood Drive and the results of “Filk in 60 Minutes.” 

So 
Long, 
and 
Thanks 
for All 
the Fun! 
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This year we started a new tradition at DemiCon.  In conjunction with the Heinlein Society and the Blood Center of Iowa, 
we held our first “Pay it Forward” Blood Drive.  There were 39 individuals that came to donate.  Of those that did donate, 
22 were first time donors.  There were 25 units of whole blood collected and 4 of the donors did a “Double Red” donation 
(that is an automated blood collection procedure that collects two transfusable units of red blood cells and returns the 
rest of the blood components to the donor).  This gave us a total of 29 units donated.  The blood center had set a goal of 
30 units for the attendees at DemiCon, so we did not miss by much.   I would like to thank all those individuals that 
volunteered their time to help with the blood drive and those individuals that did donate.  The majority of our donors were 
walk-ins, but we did have a few individuals that pre-registered.  We are planning on doing this again next year, so please 
remember to donate at DemiCon. To be eligible, it must be 8 weeks since your last donation of blood; for those persons 
doing a Double Red donation it must have been 16 weeks since your last donation. Watch for more info on the blood 
drive on the DemiCon, DMSFS, and Heinlein Society web sites.   
 
Thank you again to all that made this a success. 
 
By Sheril Harper 
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Whiskey In The Jar Jar (TTTO: Whiskey In The Jar) 
  
As meesa going under the planetary ocean, 
I met with Jedi Qui-Gon and his Padawan now in motion, 
Who first produced his saber, 
And then pulled out his blaster, 
Saying, "Take us now to Boss Nass. 
I want him to meet my master." 
  
Chorus: 
Meesa ring dum-a-doodle-um dah, 
Whack fol the Jedi-o, 
Whack fol the Jedi-o, 
There's whiskey in the Jar Jar. 
  
A queen named Amidala who had this thing for Ani, 
A champion pod racer who jury-rigged his tranny. 
He sighed and he swore that he never would betray her, 
But the dark side gots inside him,  
And he turned into Darth Vader. 
  
Wesa warpin' to Mos Eisley to check out the cantina. 
Not liking droids or Gungans, the bartender heesa meana. 
But Padmé paid my bar tab;  
Sheesa filled me up with whiskey, 
Sheesa went for Jedi Ani for to getsa real frisky. 
  
But Darth Vader no-sa kill me,  
Meesa made it to the sequel, 
It's a shame that Georgie Lucas, 
Heesa put me in the prequel. 
Now the true fen they-sa hate me, 
Now they think meesa annoying, 
But if meesa were to be killed,  
Then my death they'd be enjoying. 
  
Now the drunks, they push and shove me,  
They never gonna love me. 
They pulled their knives and blasters.  
Meesa screamin', "Help me, Ani!" 
Now the band was really swinging,  
Ani's light saber was singing, 
Meesa jumped instead of ducked,  
Now my head it is a-missing. 
  
Meesa ring dum-a-doodle-um dah, 
Whack fol the Jedi-o, 
Whack fol the Jedi-o, 
There's Jar Jar in the whiskey! 

c) Instant Filk 2005 (Robert Uy, Bob Cook, Gary Miles, Marty Cook, Judy Zajec, Max Rauer, Rodney Ruff, Dan Gardner, 
Becky McKee, Tammy Mohning, Patty Westlund) Filked at DemiCon XVI in 60 minutes. 

“Jar Jar in a Jar” 
DemiCon 16 Badge Art by Mike Cole 
What an amazing coincidence! 



If my math is correct (and math was not my most favorite school subject), this is my one-year  
anniversary as editor of the Paradox.  It has been a challenging and interesting year putting  
together quarterly issues of the DMSFS newsletter and I have learned quite a lot.  Several years 
ago I was co-photo editor for a student arts & literature magazine at Kirkwood Community College 
in Cedar Rapids, Iowa.  Back then, creating and editing photos for publication involved spending 
many hours in a darkroom cropping the image, balancing the black and white contrast, and getting 
“just the right image size.”  Then there were seemingly endless arguments at the layout table with 
the other editors about the layout of the articles and pictures.  This was well before computers and 
image editing software such as Photo Shop became tools for publications.  I’ve learned more 
about laying out & designing the Paradox articles, pictures, and graphics than I did at Kirkwood.  
I’m still learning, too!  That’s what makes working up the Paradox every few months a labor of 
love.  I sweat over it and procrastinate a bit more about it than I should. I am very relieved when it 
comes back from the copy shop and cringe just a little when a goof is pointed out.  I’m quite  
satisfied when told the latest Paradox looked great but sometimes wonder, what did I get myself into? (Mandi, you did 
warn me.)  I’m looking forward to another year as your humble editor, so keep those pictures and articles coming in!  
Thank you. 
 
Jon Mohning 
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Margaret Ruth Miller aka Peggy Miller  
Age: 52 
Currently: “What?” 
Turn On: Books, Polymer clay, Family (most of the time) 
Turn Off: mean people 
Fave Food: “Don’t have one, I really don’t.” 
Construction Material: Polymer Clay 
Fave Tool: Dental pick 
Zodiac : Leo 
Shoe Size : “Depends on the Shoe. Around size 10.” 
TV Shows : “No, none, no.” 
Fave Music: “Celtic, Classical Folk. I do not like Bollywood.” 
Politics: “I don’t care.” 
Best Skill: Living 
Fave Author: “I refuse to pick ONE.” 
Fave Director: No. 
Quote: “ Never make a life decision at 3 in the morning.” 
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Mystic Warrior (Book 1 of The Bronze Canticles) 
Tracey & Laura Hickman 
ISBN# 0-446-61222-7 
Warner Books Fantasy 
$6.99 
509 pages 
 
Mystic Warrior brings us three different worlds all overlapping.  In the first, the mad are sent to 
Election to fuel the petty grievances of five immortal dragons.  Faeries war against centaurs 
and satyrs in the second world, and the third has goblins scrabbling about the ruins of odd,  
gigantic machines.  Galen Arvad, a young blacksmith is plagued by fantastic dreams and crafted objects speak to him.  
According to the priests he’s mad and hauled away in the election.  But when his dreams bisect those of a faery seeker, 
a goblin technician, and a member of Galen’s own clergy, Galen learns he has a strange new power.  One which can 
shape the three worlds in ways no one ever dreamed.  Can he learn to use his power before he’s destroyed by the mon-
sters which rule his world? 
 
Clearly the scope of this novel is too broad for one book, and such, we have the first book of a new trilogy.  Although I 
have some concerns about the content of the second book, of which I’ve only read an excerpt, I’ll focus my comments 
on this one. 
 
The authors create three very believable fantasy worlds filled with creatures and political situations not uncommon to 
fantasy, yet each is shown in a new and different light.  We have faeries fighting against other creatures of legend.  An 
oppressive religious government serves the whims of dragons.  Goblins live amid the ruins of gigantic machines and 
technology.  Everything appears to have been “done” before, but is given a twist. 
 
I found myself enchanted by Galen’s tale.  Although this character is deemed mad by the rulers of his world, he comes 
across as a reliable narrator and far more grounded than some of his counterparts.  His beautiful wife appears vapid at 
times, though she gains strength as the book continues.  
 
I very much enjoyed the varied and well-drawn characters, as well as the vivid description.  I could “see” the world and 
knew each character’s place within it.  This book, although “unfinished” as the first part of a trilogy, reads as a complete 
first part of a story.  It creates a great introduction to a trilogy, or it can be read simply for Galen’s story.  This big book 
certainly reads quickly, driven in part by the fast-paced action.  Any misgivings I may have had about Tracey Hickman’s 
work (thinking primarily into the game tie-in works) were quickly dispelled by this compelling fantasy tale. 
 
Review by Mary K. Wilson 
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Your Humble Editor 
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14 
DMSFS  
Meeting 

15 

16 
 

17 18 19 20 
 

21 
Third 
Friday 

22 

23 
 
——————— 

30     ICON 

24 
 
——————— 

31 

25 26 27 
 

28 
DMSFS  
Meeting 

29 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 

TICC 
Rehearsal 

2 3 

4 
TICC 
Rehearsal 

5 
Labor Day 

6 7 8 
TICC 
Rehearsal 

9 
DMSFS 
Meeting  

10 

11 
TICC 
Rehearsal 

12 13 14 15 
TICC 
Rehearsal 

16 
Third 
Friday 

17 

18 
TICC Rehear. 

19 20 21 22 
TICC 
Rehearsal 

23 
DMSFS 
Meeting 

24 

25 
TICC 
Rehearsal 

26 27 28 29 
 

30  

September 2005 

October 2005 

November 2005 

DMSFS meetings are held at West Des Moines Communit y Center 217 5th St.  
There is parking and a covered entrance at the rear of the building off of 4th St.  

ICON - Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

Summer SACC at 
Toad Hall 

Summer SACC at Toad Hall 
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September 7 
Dan Gardner 
 
September 8 
Jeremy Bement 
 
September 12 
Jesscera  
Barron-Miller 
 
September 19 
Andrew  
& Arthur Cleary 
 
September 28 
Ruth Sheller 
 
September 29 
Gabrielle Roach 
 
September 29 
Rowan  
Louise Poovey 
 
October 4 
Diane Dunlap 
& Rodney Ruff 
 
October 6 
Mandi Arthur 
 
October 7 
Kat Barron-Miller 
 
October 12 
Wendy Arnburg 
 
October 16 
Mike Svien 
 
October 21 
Nancy  
Wirsig McClure 
 
October 26 
Johnathon  
Dixson 
 
November 17 
Brian Weigel 
 
November 19 
Mary K. Webster 
 
November 21 
Scott Koslow 
 
November 23 
Rachelle Hrubetz 
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Sept 1, 1990 
Tammy & Jon 
Mohning 
 
Sept 17, 1994 
Brian Weigel  
& Susan Stewart 
 
Nov 10, 1979 
Greg & Sallie 
Abba 
 
Nov 21, 1983 
Bob & Sheril 
Harper 
 
Nov 23, 1996 
Scott  & Wendy 
Arnburg 

Midwest CONstruction, Kansas City 

Midwest  
CONstruction 

Arcana, St. Paul MN 

Arcana CONsume/Relaxacon, Bloomington, MN 

CONsume/
Relaxacon 

CONtraception, Independence, MO 

CONtraception 
WindyCON,  

Siren, WI 

WindyCON 

Archon 29, St Louis, MO 

Archon 29 

Archon 29 



The Des Moines Science Fiction Society, LTD. 
P.O. Box 7572 
Des Moines, IA. 50323 

If you need to contact the Des 
Moines Science Fiction Society for 
any reason, including subscription  
to this newsletter and submission of 
newsletter articles or information,  
you may do so via any of the  
following methods: 
 
DMSFS meets twice a month at the 
West Des Moines Community  
Center 217 5th St.  There is parking 
and a covered entrance at the rear  
of the building off of 4th St.  The  
business meeting begins at 6:30pm 
and the fun stuff starts at 7:00pm.  Around 8:00pm we go out to dinner as a group. 
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By US Mail:������� The Des Moines Science Fiction  
                           Society, Ltd. 
                           P.O. Box 7572 
                           Des Moines, IA. 50323 
 
By E-mail:  �������� paradoxwrangler@dmsfs.org 
                           (Subject: For Paradox) 
 
By Website:        www.dmsfs.org 
                           www.demicon.org  
 
By Phone:��������� (515) 830-1305 
                           (Voice mail checked daily)  
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Be sure to join us next year for  
DemiCon 17!  Mark your calendars for 
a weekend of fun, friends, music,  
costumes, games, and much, much 
more on July 28th, 29th, & 30th at the 
Hotel Fort Des Moines. 
 
See ya there! 

Con Com 16 members Sallie Abba, Bo3b Harper, and 
Alan Koslow hand their towels of authority to Con Com 17: 
Mike Anderson, Diane Dunlap, & Greg Abba at DemiCon 
16 Closing Ceremonies. 

Contributors To This Issue:  Rachelle Hrubetz, Sheril Harper, Mary K.  
                                                  Wilson, and a bunch of filk fans. 
 Photographs by: Bryan Andersen, Megan Harper, & Jon Mohning. 
 Editorial assistance by Diane Dunlap.  Edited by Jon Mohning. 
 
Thank you one and all! 
 
Deadline for Winter 2005-2006 Paradox submissions: November 25, 2005  
Articles, reviews, photos, etc., can be e-mailed to paradoxwrangler@dmsfs.org 
or tsent o the DMSFS mailing address mentioned above. 


